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March Newsletter  

Deadline  - Monday 

February 17 @ 1 PM 

6700 Winton Road  
Cincinnati, Ohio 45224  

(513) 542-4010 
churchnhumc@outlook.com 

 
Friend us on Facebook 

 
 Office Hours  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday    
1 pm to 4 pm 

Join Us For Worship On Sunday 
Morning 

  9:00  AM    Adult Sunday School  
 10:00 AM    Nursery 
 10:00 AM    Worship 
 10:20 AM    Children's  Sunday School 
 11:00 AM    Fellowship Hour 

NHUMC  STAFF 
 

Kevin Gruver, Pastor 
Joanna Kenyon, Worship Music Leader  

Donna Medlock, Choir Director Emeritus  
Dr. Ian Scott, Pianist 

Sara Croxton, Nursery Director 
Patrice Callery, Children’s Choir 

Renee Hoffman, Bell Choir Director 

Upcoming Events 

February 
  7          AKA Zumba & Yoga  

13         Kid’s Clothing Closet  

14         Valentine’s Day  

16         President’s Day Dinner 

17         President’s Day 

17          Newsletter Deadline  

18          Lunch Bunch 

26        Breakfast Fellowship 

26         Ash Wednesday 

    

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 

This month I would like us to think about one of the most popular shapes in February, and the most important 

organ in the body, the heart. Jesus said, “It is out of a person’s heart both good and evil comes,” (Matthew 15: 17

-19). The heart is the center of the important activities of our body, soul, and spirit. The physical heart pumps 

fresh oxygenated blood throughout the body. The heart of the soul is our personality and thinking, and what we 

think about it, and spend our time with affects who we are and who we will become. The heart of our spirit is 

connection and relationships with God and others. You are a whole person and the seat of your heart is the    

control center of your life. When God tells us to love Him and our neighbor, we love through action (physical 

heart), by being our authentic selves (heart of the soul), and caring for the best of the other person (heart of the 

spirit). When we choose to hate or antagonize another, we are not the being our whole selves as God created us 

to be. 

 Just as we go to the doctor for a checkup, we need to always keep our heart (physical, soul, and spirit) in 

check as well. We exercise and eat healthy so that our physical heart can stay strong. We must also practice   

loving and truly caring for others so that our whole heart may be strong and healthy as well. A person’s heart can 

easily become dark and evil in a world that mistreats them. But when we are kind and authentically care for each 

other, we share God’s love, the spark of life. It is out of love God created the world, and it is from love that a 

heart can be healed. Remember we do not live in a vacuum or journey by ourselves. What you do and who you 

choose to be affects those around you. 

 God tells us to love one another with all our heart, mind, body, soul, and strength; in other words, “with 

our whole selves.” This February you will show that special someone how much they mean to you. But there is 

something more to the heart and love than just feelings or emotions. There is the ability to think of the other 

more highly than yourself, even putting their needs or desires before your own through your actions. Remember 

our actions will come from our heart, and the health of our heart is affected by our relationship with God and 

others. So periodically ask yourself why you do what you do? Are you caring for others with an authentic heart? 

The heart is who we really are, and the actions that flow from our heart will make who we will become. Take 

care of your heart, soul, and spirit, because from them you will affect your life and destiny. 

   
Blessings, 

Pastor Kevin Gruver 



 

 

Mission and Vision  
 

A new mission statement for Northern Hills was recently approved by the Administrative    
Council.  According to businessdictionary.com, a mission statement is a written declaration of an 
organization’s core purpose and focus that normally remains unchanged over time.  The          
following mission statement was adopted by Northern Hills UMC: 

To move with the Holy Spirit to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
all people and all cultures within the world. 

A vision is defined as the effect of the mission, something to be pursued as an accomplishment.  
Northern Hills UMC’s vision statement remains the same: 

Love 
 God, Love Neighbor, Love Each Other 

 

2020 LENT Schedule: 
Ash Wednesday:  Wednesday, February 26th at 7PM 

Easter Egg Hunt and Party:  Saturday, April 4th at 1PM 

Palm Sunday:  Sunday, April 5th at 10AM 

Maundy Thursday:  Thursday, April 9th at 6:30PM 

Good Friday:  Friday, April 10th at 7PM 

(Location:  To Be Determined) 

Easter:  Sunday, April 12th at 10AM 

Easter Brunch immediately following worship 



 
General Conference 2020 

 
You have probably seen something in the news concerning the upcoming General         
Conference and the splitting of the United Methodist Church.  Below are some highlights         

concerning the upcoming proposal taken from the UMNEWS.  You may read the article in its        
entirety at: https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/traditionalists-centrists-progressives-
bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-separation 
 
“A diverse, 16-member group of United Methodist bishops and other leaders has offered a proposal 
that would preserve The United Methodist Church while allowing traditionalist-minded               
congregations to form a new denomination. The separating group would get $25 million in United 
Methodist funds and would keep its local church properties. 
 
Details are in a nine-page “Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation,” released Jan. 3 
along with an FAQ and press release. 
 
The proposal — reached with the help of famed mediator Kenneth Feinberg, who worked on the  
federal September 11th Victim Compensation Fund — requires approval by the 2020 General     
Conference. Drafting of legislation is still underway for the legislative assembly, which is the only 
body that speaks for the 13 million global denomination. 
 
But given the broad, influential coalition involved — including bishops from around the global   
connection and advocacy group leaders often sharply at odds — the potential seems strong that the 
separation proposal can end or at least greatly reduce the denomination’s decades-long struggle over 
how accepting to be of homosexuality. 
 
The plan looks toward a restructuring of the remaining global United Methodist Church into regions, 
with flexibility to adapt church policies, including on LGBTQ inclusion. 
 
Meanwhile, traditionalists forming a new denomination could continue what they see as Bible-
supported restrictions on same-sex marriage and ordination of gay persons as clergy. 
 
The traditionalist Wesleyan Covenant Association already has taken steps toward forming a new   
denomination, such as drafting a book of policies and doctrines. Bickerton and the Rev. Keith     
Boyette, WCA president, said the negotiating team’s assumption is that the new church would 
emerge out of the WCA.” 
 
Much more information is contained in the full article.  We encourage you to visit the website to 
learn more about the future of the United Methodist Church.  If you do not have computer access, 
please contact Pastor Kevin or Jane Victor for a printed copy. 

 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/traditionalists-centrists-progressives-bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-separation
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/traditionalists-centrists-progressives-bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-separation
http://content.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1903547,00.html
https://gc2020welcome.org/
https://gc2020welcome.org/


Prayer Requests:. 
Prayer requests may be submitted to Pastor Kevin, written on a prayer request card and placed in the 
offering plate or emailed/phoned to the church office.  Prayer requests will be removed after 30 days 
unless you request otherwise.  

 

Jacqueline Allen, Richard Allen’s wife, health concerns 

Don Anderson, employee of Hug Jewelers, out of ICU & recovering from a heart transplant 

Gary Bolte, Linda Cismati’s brother-in-law, kidney cancer has spread to his spine 

MaKayla Borg, third grade student with brain tumor, given by Linda LeVally 

Ellen Brewster, LeVally’s former neighbor, on double transplant list 

Mattie Cooperwood, health concerns 

Leland Davis, son of Mark and Deb Sensel-Davis, difficult times 

Claudia Ehrle’s mother in Jamaica 

Family of Jim Foster, Rilla Foster’s father, on his passing 12/31 

Debbie Kaster Harrell, high school friend of Linda LeVally, stage 3 lung cancer 

Hazel, Linda LeVally’s great niece, diagnosed with type 1 diabetes 

Judy Hornsby and Jane Victor, hip replacement surgery on 1/29 

Langston Henry, given by Elbert Nelson, school concerns 

Don Hoffman, Dave Hoffman’s father, at home and during well after heart surgery 

Karen Monroe, Kim and Tim Monroe’s sister-in-law, stomach cancer and blood disorder 
Family of Robin Muir, Sandy Suhlman’s daughter, on her passing 1/7 

Nancy, friend of Carolyn Savage, lung cancer 

Amie Nelson-Major,  Elbert Nelson’s daughter, job stress 

Jeni Nibouar, recovering from back surgery at home  

Richard Owens, friend of Linda LeVally, recovering from cancer surgery, healing prayers 

Chris Pinelo, friend of Virginia Hewan, in ICU at Christ Hospital with heart issues 

Mason Samuels, Claudia Ehrle’s nephew, rheumatoid arthritis 

David Scott, Dee Scott’s husband, health issues 

Lynne Stroupe, friend of Judy Hornsby, husband in hospice with a heart valve problem 

Will Sunderhaus, 4 year old son of Case LeVally’s friends Brian & Stephanie, leukemia 

Jeanne Wilson, recovering at home with back and other health issues 

Linda Wulff, friend of Dee Scott, stage 3 cancer and major surgery 

 
The Northern Hills Church family, Bishop Gregory Palmer, District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson,  

Assistant  District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen, Pastor Kevin Gruver and their families. 

 



Celebrating our Church Family in 
February  

Are you or someone in your family missing from our Birthday/Anniversary  list? 
 Please contact the church office to be added to our list.  

                      We want to celebrate with you. 
 

       Birthdays 

 
02/05  Claudia Oak-Ehrle 
02/06 Dot Buttree 
02/08 Virginia Hewan 
02/08 Tony Overton 
02/08 Carol Rhyner 
02/09 Paige Sensel 
02/10 Sharon Dearth 
02/24      Mariah Akinbi 
02/24      Kim Monroe 
02/27 Diane Buerkle 

 
 
                  

             
     
 
 
         
             Anniversaries 
 

       02/14   Randy and Karen Stevenson 
         02/18   Henry and Med Akinbi 

 

 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 
  

Please be sure to notify the church office of any new contact information.  You may call (513-542-
4010) or email (churchnhumc@outlook.com) your information to the church office. 

Below are the most recent changes or additions.  Be sure to change any email or phone information 
in all your devices, such as computers, notebooks, ipads and cell phones. 

Watch for information about a new picture directory in 2020. 

 

Patrice Callery – New address:  6403 Orchard Lane, Cincinnati, OH  45213.  Phone numbers and 
email remain the same.  

mailto:nhumc45224@zoomtown.com


 

More Than Laundry 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the first More Than Laundry event happen in    

October. Everyone contributed through prayers, donation of soap and dryer sheets, and               

participation. This first time was not promoted very widely to the community, but many families 

and lives were touched. We were able to serve 17 families (~50 people), and washed 1,240 lbs. 

(~124 loads) of laundry. While these numbers can give good quantities about the affects of         

October’s event, the reactions and responses of the people served cannot be seen.  

Families entered the laundromat that evening as they usually do. While expecting a usual 

evening of doing their laundry, many were very surprised when we offered to pay for their laundry. 

They would fill out a registration form then have their laundry weighed. Then they were guided to 

a washing machine for the correct weight. After they loaded their clothes into the machine, a More 

Than Laundry servant would insert the money into the machine. While the families waited on their 

laundry, we were able to build relationships and community. We had pizza available for those who 

wanted to eat, and puzzles and games were available to children. Many people were very            

appreciative about More Than Laundry and what we were doing. One person told us, “With so 

much bad in the world, it’s nice to see people trying to do something good.”  

This ministry is a simple way to help others and build community as we share the love of 

Jesus in our actions. We are going to continue More Than Laundry once a month with our partner 

churches. Our next More Than Laundry event will be held Thursday, January 30th.  I hope 

you can join us! 

President’s Day Dinner 
This year’s President’s Day dinner will be at 5:00 PM on Sunday, February 
16th at LaRosa’s in Finneytown.  There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.  
Deadline to sign-up is Thursday, February 13th.  We will be doing a banquet 
style meal, but you may also order from the menu.  Contact Jane Victor with 
questions.  Don’t forget the trivia contest!!  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Finance Update 
 

 

The January church energy bill was $1,240.51, which is an increase of $53.84.  The parsonage energy bill was 
$204.72, an increase of $13.19.  Keep praying for a mild winter with little snow.  That will help not only the   
energy costs, but the snow removal costs as well.  

At the end of the year, we were in the red by $2,820.26.  Our spending for the year was a little less than 2018, 
but our income was also a little less.  We reduced the 2020 budget by $5,425.72 from 2019.  We are hoping to 
see an increase in income and decrease in spending for 2020.   

We’ve received 29 pledges for 2020 totaling $91,150.00.  This is down from the 2019 pledge amount of 
$95,710.00.  If you have not pledged for 2020, you may still do so by notifying Nancy Phelan or requesting a 
pledge card.  It is never too late to pledge.  

Our January outreach was apportionments, but you may give to apportionments any time in the year.  Please 
consider giving to this outreach so we can pay our apportionments in full for five years in a row.  Your hard 
work at fundraising events, your gifts and your prayers make anything possible.  The Finance Team thanks you 
for all you do to help make NHUMC financially strong!   

If you know you will miss Sunday worship, you may mail your pledge or offering to the church office to the   
attention of Nancy Phelan.  If you have questions concerning our financial situation, please feel free to contact 
me.  I will be happy to talk finance.  

 

Jane Victor – Finance Chair/Treasurer 

 

 

ZUMBA!! 
AKA Sorority is hosting a Zumba and Yoga event at Northern Hills on February 7th from 5:30-
7:30PM in celebration of Heart Health Month.  The first half is Zumba and the second half is 
Yoga.  Everyone is welcome to come and work-out to improve their heart health.  There is a $10 
donation to support the American Heart Association.  You don’t need to be a Zumba or Yoga ex-
pert to come and have some fun while working out.  If you have questions about the event, 
please contact Patrice Callery. 

 



 

 LUNCH BUNCH 
February 18th  11:30 a.m.    

(Third Tuesday of each month.) 
 

If you would enjoy a little fellowship with      
various members of your church family, join us 

at PANERA across from Brentwood    
Shopping Center on Winton Rd.   The Lunch Bunch is an open group that 
gathers monthly for food, fellowship & fun!   

 

Ministry of All in Community 
 
Pastor Kevin recently received a letter from one of our former pastors, David Woodyard,         
concerning a ministry at his church, Powell United Methodist Church, in Powell, Ohio.  This 
ministry is in response to the incarceration crisis in Ohio.  They do not visit prisons, but work at 
helping persons being released from prison get acclimated to life outside.  Recently, they decided 
to start a letter writing ministry to persons still in prison.  Nineteen members of Powell UMC 
have been trained and are committed to writing letters of hope to persons who are incarcerated.  
 
If you know of someone who is incarcerated and you think they would appreciate getting letters 
of encouragement occasionally, please contact Pastor Kevin.  Pastor Kevin will contact Pastor 
David and have your friend or family member included in the Powell UMC ministry.  

 
 

 



 

Altar Flowers 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers in honor of someone or a 
special date, in memory of a loved one or to brighten our Sunday   

morning worship, the flower chart for 2020 is posted in the hall across from the coatroom.  Flowers 
cost $25.00 and are payable to Northern Hills UMC.  (Please note Altar Flowers on the memo line of 
your check or envelope.)  After Sunday worship, you may take the flowers you purchased to enjoy at 
home.  (There is a box to carry the vase under the altar at the back.)  If you do not wish to keep the 
vase, please bring it to church.  PLEASE, ONLY ONE ARRANGEMENT PER SUNDAY! 

Direct any questions to Dee Scott (513-853-2783 or 513-253-1297) 

Everyone is invited to join us for  

BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP 
February 26th 8:30 a.m at the  

 

IHOP at 1217 Omniplex Drive in Forest Park 
 

All are welcome to come and share in this time of food and fellowship.  

Inclement Weather 
 

In previous years we experienced severe winter weather and 
had to cancel worship or activities.  If we need to cancel a  

Sunday worship, or any other program or event, we will contact Channels 5, 9 
and 12.  You will be able to watch any of these channels or view their web 
page for the cancellation list.   



Mission Outreach 

 
The outreach for February is Oasis Summer Camp.  Northern Hills UMC was 
home to the Oasis Summer Camp at its beginning, but it has since moved to 
Brent Elementary School.  Northern Hills UMC is still an active participant.  The 
camp   provides breakfast and lunch and educational activities and events as well 
as fun time.  Oasis would like to run the camp for three weeks this year, which 
means more funds are needed for meals and staff.  This is a wonderful program that benefits the 
children of Finneytown.  Oasis is also looking for volunteers to help with serving the meals and 
supervising the children.  Pastor Kevin or Dave Beverly can provide more information about   
volunteering.  Please note Oasis on your check or envelope. 
 

Our January outreach was apportionments.  Apportionment amounts are          
calculated by our operating costs (2/3) and our active membership numbers (1/3).  
The District apportionments cover the cost of the staff and local missions.  If we 
apply for a grant from the District, the money comes from apportionments.  We 
have received grants in the past for Oasis, the basement windows and youth staff.    
 
The Conference apportionments include health and pension benefits for clergy 
who retired prior to the current pension program, staff and missions.  Part of these        
apportionments is given to the larger church for world-wide missions, such as   

Africa University.  Paying our apportionments in full each year enables us to contribute not only 
to our local communities, but to the world beyond.  Please note apportionments on your check or        
envelope.  As of January 19th, we’ve received $115.00.  You may give to apportionments anytime 
during the year. 
 

On January 19th, across the United Methodist connection, we came together to help bridge 
the gap between church and community. We did this by participating in an offering set aside 
for Human Relations Day. For more than half a century, United Methodists have observed 
this churchwide special Sunday in recognition of the message Jesus demonstrated during his 
life: every one of God’s children is important. 
 

The Human Relations Day offering supports neighborhood ministries through Community       
Developers, community advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary Services and works with 
at-risk youth through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program. Such ministries give us the   
opportunity to walk in the margins and continue the work of Jesus.  Please note Human Relations 
Day on your check or envelope.  As of January 19th, we’ve received $72.00. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Taking a Break 

 
Bell Choir will be taking a break until sometime in March.  They are always looking for 
more people to join the choir, so if you are interested in ringing, contact Renee       

Hoffman. 

Aerobics is also taking a break during February and March.  They are planning to 
start again in April.  This is not a beginner’s class, but new people are not expected 
to do it all right away.  (Sometimes the regulars don’t do it all either!)  Consider 
stepping out on Wednesday mornings at 11:30AM for a fun hour of low impact    
exercise.  If you would like more information, contact Jane Victor. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

Our Sunday calendar schedule has gotten too crowded to print all our activities.  We 
don’t want you to miss any Sunday happenings, so below is a list of regular Sunday 
events for Northern Hills and Keys of the Kingdom.  

7:30AM      NHUMC – Organ Practice (S) 

9:00AM      NHUMC – Adult Sunday School (L) (September – May)  

9:15AM      NHUMC – God’s Kids Practice - 1st & 3rd Sundays (LL) 

9:30AM      Keys – Adult Sunday School (P)  

10:00AM    NHUMC – Worship Service  

10:30AM    NHUMC – Children’s Sunday School (L, PR, & CR) 

11:00AM    NHUMC & Keys – Fellowship (FH)  

11:30AM    Keys – Worship Service  

1:30PM      Keys – Finance Meeting (L) 

2:00PM      NHUMC—Congolese Evening Worship Service (LL) 

6:30PM      Keys – Evening Worship Service 




