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Deadline  - Wednesday 

January 15 @ 1 PM 
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(513) 542-4010 
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Friend us on Facebook 

 
 Office Hours  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday    
1 pm to 4 pm 

Join Us For Worship On Sunday 
Morning 

  9:00  AM    Adult Sunday School  
 10:00 AM    Nursery 
 10:00 AM    Worship 
 10:20 AM    Children's  Sunday School 
 11:00 AM    Fellowship Hour 

NHUMC  STAFF 
 

Kevin Gruver, Pastor 
Joanna Kenyon, Worship Music Leader  

Donna Medlock, Choir Director Emeritus  
Dr. Ian Scott, Pianist 

Sara Croxton, Nursery Director 
Patrice Callery, Children’s Choir 

Upcoming Events 

January 
  1           New Year’s Day 

  8           Aerobics Resumes 

  8           Choir Resumes 

  9           Kid’s Clothing Closet   

15          Newsletter Deadline  

20           Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

21          Lunch Bunch 

22           Breakfast Fellowship 

    

   
      



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 

 The holiday season has come to an end with the celebration of Christmas and the New Year. The    

Christmas decorations have been put back in the box and the gift exchanges have been made. Now it seems back 

to the every day normalcy of life, yet should it be. Do you ever find yourself wanting more of Christmas and the 

holiday season? Do you ever wonder what changes for people when they are happy and smiles during December 

and less cordial and cooperative in January? I know that many of us have celebrated many Christmases before 

but its hard to let it go in the cold winter of January. 

 Well the true meaning of Christmas does not have to go back in a box, or the gifts of hope, peace, joy, 

and love do not have to be returned to the store. Often our materialistic culture says everything has to be just 

right for the decorations, presents and food; but there is a deeper meaning to Christmas that escapes all aspects 

of materialism, and goes straight to the heart. These are the gifts of Christmas that must linger if Christmas is 

supposed to mean anything, and the Christ does make a difference. When I say I want more of Christmas is not 

about more presents, or casseroles, or even lights; but I want more of Jesus’ hope, peace, joy, and love among 

us. 

 In January, see how long you can spread the Christmas cheer. See how long you can remember that no 

matter what difficulties you face this year, there is always hope because of God with us. See how long you can 

work to get along and make peace with others, because God has made peace with us by giving us his Son. See 

how long you can be joyful in this new year, remembering joy is not happiness but a sound understanding of 

how good God is. Lastly, see how long you can love your neighbor, because God has loved us first. These are 

the gifts that are more precious than any jewelry, and these are the gifts that we were created for. When we hold 

these gifts in our hearts and share them with people around us, we find that Christmas can continue into the new 

year. Let Christmas make a difference in your new year because God is with us. Jesus came to save us from our 

sinfulness and make us new in Him. Christmas is only the beginning but it can make a difference for a lifetime. 

Let us continue to live into our Christian vows to follow Jesus and his teachings every day of our lives. What a 

great way to start the new year. 

  
Blessings, 

Pastor Kevin Gruver 



 

 

Mission and Vision  
 

A new mission statement for Northern Hills was recently approved by the Administrative    
Council.  According to businessdictionary.com, a mission statement is a written declaration of an 
organization’s core purpose and focus that normally remains unchanged over time.  The          
following mission statement was adopted by Northern Hills UMC: 

To move with the Holy Spirit to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
all people and all cultures within the world. 

A vision is defined as the effect of the mission, something to be pursued as an accomplishment.  
Northern Hills UMC’s vision statement remains the same: 

Love 
 God, Love Neighbor, Love Each Other 

 

  

Kids Clothing Closet 
 

I would like to thank all the awesome ladies who have worked tirelessly to make the Kid’s Clothing Closet such 
a successful ministry for our church: Kim Monroe, Sharon Dearth, Sandy Suhlman (who has been there from the 
very beginning), Carolyn Savage, Lynette Dean and everyone else who has pitched in from time to time. 
 

We have served hundreds of people and given away thousands of items. We have had clients help in the closet 
and more and more people bringing donations when they come. This is a true miracle that happens right here in 
our basement every month! 
 

On a practical note, please remember we do need shopping bags for our clients so please get in the habit of 
bringing us yours on a regular basis. You can leave them at the top of the stairs and they will find their own way 
down! 
 

Blessings, 
Karen Hug 



 
 

Inclement Weather 
 

In previous years we experienced severe winter weather and 
had to cancel worship or activities.  If we need to cancel a  

Sunday worship, or any other program or event, we will contact Channels 5, 
9 and 12.  You will be able to watch any of these channels or view their web 
page for the cancellation list.   

Revised Social Principles Reflect  
Worldwide Church 

 
The United Methodist Church has a long history of tackling complicated, controversial and          
contemporary topics such as polygamy, child marriage, abortion, violence and treatment of migrants.  
While much attention currently is focused on the church's stance on LGBTQ people, it is not the only 
human struggle the church prays about and addresses. 

For the past eight years, a diverse group of writers and editors has been revising the denomination's 
Social Principles, which since its founding has been an expression of the Wesleyan commitment to 
social holiness for The United Methodist Church. 

The Revised Social Principles crisscrossed continents, was read and studied by thousands and will 
land in Minneapolis in May for final review and approval at the 2020 United Methodist General 
Conference.  The 2012 General Conference commissioned the United Methodist Board of Church 
and Society to revise the Social Principles to enhance its theological foundations, global relevance 
and meaning, along with its focus and succinctness, said the Rev. Mary Elizabeth Moore, chair of the 
revision team and dean of Boston University School of Theology.  The revised document was broken 
down into four sections: creation, economic, social and political communities. Scriptural passages 
and excerpts from John Wesley's writings introduce each section. 

To read the Revised Social Principles in one of seven languages, visit www.umcjustice.org/sp2020 

https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/the-revised-social-principles


Prayer Requests:. 
Prayer requests may be submitted to Pastor Kevin, written on a prayer request card and placed in the 
offering plate or emailed/phoned to the church office.  Prayer requests will be removed after 30 days 
unless you request otherwise.  
 

Don Anderson, employee of Hug Jewelers, recovering from a heart transplant on 12/25 
Gary Bolte, Linda Cismati’s brother-in-law, kidney cancer has spread to his spine 
MaKayla Borg, third grade student with brain tumor, given by Linda LeVally 
Ellen Brewster, LeVally’s former neighbor, on double transplant list 
Mattie Cooperwood, health concerns 
Leland Davis, son of Mark and Deb Sensel-Davis, difficult times 
Claudia Ehrle’s mother in Jamaica 
Jim Foster, Rilla Foster’s father, hospitalized with complications from flu & pneumonia 
Prayers for the Greene family on the passing of Rev. Wilsonia McLean’s mother 
Debbie Kaster Harrell, high school friend of Linda LeVally, stage 3 lung cancer 
Langston Henry, given by Elbert Nelson, school concerns 
Don Hoffman, Dave Hoffman’s father, recovering from open heart surgery on 12/4 
Karen Monroe, Kim and Tim Monroe’s sister-in-law, stomach cancer and blood disorder 
Nancy, friend of Carolyn Savage, lung cancer 
Amie Nelson-Major,  Elbert Nelson’s daughter, job stress 
Jeni Nibouar, recovering from back surgery at home  
Richard Owens, friend of Linda LeVally, recovering from cancer surgery, healing prayers 
Mason Samuels, Claudia Ehrle’s nephew, rheumatoid arthritis 
David Scott, Dee Scott’s husband, health issues 
Lynne Stroupe, friend of Judy Hornsby, husband in hospice with a heart valve problem 
Will Sunderhaus, 4 year old son of Case LeVally’s friends Brian & Stephanie, leukemia 
Family of Brian Tucker, Max and Kati Tucker’s grandfather, on his passing 12/26 
Jeanne Wilson, recovering at home with back and other health issues 
Linda Wulff, friend of Dee Scott, stage 3 cancer and major surgery 
 
The Northern Hills Church family, Bishop Gregory Palmer, District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Todd 

Anderson,  Assistant  District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen, Pastor Kevin Gruver 
and their families. 

 



Celebrating our Church Family in 
January  

Are you or someone in your family missing from our Birthday/Anniversary  list? 
 Please contact the church office to be added to our list.  

                      We want to celebrate with you. 
 

       Birthdays 
 

 
 

01/06 Joe Stigall 
01/08  Rob Sensel 
01/16 Jeanne Wilson 
01/19 Randy Stevenson 
01/30 Linda LeVally 

 
 
                  

 

             
     
 
 
         
             Anniversaries 
 
                        None 
 

 

Leadership Training Day 
 

The Ohio River Valley District's annual Leadership Training Day is taking place on Saturday,   
January 25, 2020. Called Love Your Neighborhood, this day of learning will feature keynote  
speaker, Mr. Sam Rodriguez, Director of Faith Formation and Community Engagement for the 
West Ohio Conference. Nurturing relationships that make a difference with our neighbors is a path 
to richly deepening our faith formation. He will share how thoroughly validating our cultural    
context, employing empathetic strategies and creating risk-taking innovative ministries will touch 
the lives of new people with Christ's love.  

 
In addition to our keynote, you'll get to choose 2       
workshops of interest, enjoy lunch and fellowship with 
friends new and old, and spend time in worship.  See the 
Ohio River Valley website, orvumc.org, for more           
information or to register. 
 
 



 

More Than Laundry 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the first More Than Laundry event happen in    

October. Everyone contributed through prayers, donation of soap and dryer sheets, and               

participation. This first time was not promoted very widely to the community, but many families 

and lives were touched. We were able to serve 17 families (~50 people), and washed 1,240 lbs. 

(~124 loads) of laundry. While these numbers can give good quantities about the affects of         

October’s event, the reactions and responses of the people served cannot be seen.  

Families entered the laundromat that evening as they usually do. While expecting a usual 

evening of doing their laundry, many were very surprised when we offered to pay for their laundry. 

They would fill out a registration form then have their laundry weighed. Then they were guided to 

a washing machine for the correct weight. After they loaded their clothes into the machine, a More 

Than Laundry servant would insert the money into the machine. While the families waited on their 

laundry, we were able to build relationships and community. We had pizza available for those who 

wanted to eat, and puzzles and games were available to children. Many people were very            

appreciative about More Than Laundry and what we were doing. One person told us, “With so 

much bad in the world, it’s nice to see people trying to do something good.”  

This ministry is a simple way to help others and build community as we share the love of 

Jesus in our actions. We are going to continue More Than Laundry once a month with our partner 

churches. Our next More Than Laundry event will be held sometime in January.  I hope you can 

join us in January, time and date TBD. 

President’s Day Dinner 
This year’s President’s Day dinner will be at 5:00 PM on Sunday, February 
16th.  Final arrangements have not been made, but we are thinking of going to 
LaRosa’s in Finneytown.  There will be a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall   
later in January.  Watch for more information in the Sunday bulletin or contact 
Jane Victor.  Don’t forget the trivia contest!!  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Finance Update 
 

The December church energy bill was $1,186.67, which is an increase of $390.54.  The parsonage energy bill 
was $191.53, an increase of $44.12.  Hopefully, we will have a mild winter with little snow.  That will help not 
only the energy costs, but the snow removal costs as well.  

In November, we remained in the red by a small amount.  Hopefully, we can finish the year in the black with 
help from the rummage sale and careful spending.  We are hoping that the upcoming holidays will bring higher 
attendance and higher giving.  If you are behind in your pledge and need to know the amount, please contact 
Nancy Phelan.   

We’ve received 29 pledges for 2020 totaling $91,150.00.  This is down from the 2019 pledge amount of 
$95,710.00.  If you have not pledged for 2020, you may still do so by notifying Nancy Phelan or requesting a 
pledge card.  It is never too late to pledge.  

Our January outreach will again be apportionments, but you may give to apportionments any time in the year.  
Please consider giving to this outreach so we can pay our apportionments in full for five years in a row.  Your 
hard work at fundraising events, your gifts and your prayers make anything possible.  The Finance Team thanks 
you for all you do to help make NHUMC financially strong!   

If you know you will miss Sunday worship, you may mail your pledge or offering to the church office to the   
attention of Nancy Phelan.  If you have questions concerning our financial  situation, please feel free to contact 
me.  I will be happy to talk finance.  

 

Jane Victor – Finance Chair/Treasurer 

 

 

Breakfast with Santa 
Breakfast with Santa was held on Saturday, December 7th from 10AM to 12PM. Activities       
included: Cookie Decorating, Story Time, Coloring & Stickers, Games and a visit with Santa & 
Mrs. Claus.  We had about 25 children attend with their parents or grandparents.  Thanks to    
everyone who helped make this event possible!! 

 
 



 

 LUNCH BUNCH 
January 21st  11:30 a.m.    

(Third Tuesday of each month.) 
 

If you would enjoy a little fellowship with      
various members of your church family, join us 

at PANERA across from Brentwood    
Shopping Center on Winton Rd.   The Lunch Bunch is an open group that 
gathers monthly for food, fellowship & fun!   

 

Ministry of All in Community 
 
Pastor Kevin recently received a letter from one of our former pastors, David Woodyard,         
concerning a ministry at his church, Powell United Methodist Church, in Powell, Ohio.  This 
ministry is in response to the incarceration crisis in Ohio.  They do not visit prisons, but work at 
helping persons being released from prison get acclimated to life outside.  Recently, they decided 
to start a letter writing ministry to persons still in prison.  Nineteen members of Powell UMC 
have been trained and are committed to writing letters of hope to persons who are incarcerated.  
 
If you know of someone who is incarcerated and you think they would appreciate getting letters 
of encouragement occasionally, please contact Pastor Kevin.  Pastor Kevin will contact Pastor 
David and have your friend or family member included in the Powell UMC ministry.  

 
 

 



 

Family Christmas Program 
 

Beth Phelps again headed up our Family Christmas Program on Sunday, December 15th.  This year 
she added a potluck dinner to the agenda.  The potluck and the program were very well attended by 
both the NHUMC and the Keys of the Kingdom families.  Everyone enjoyed an evening of            
fellowship and fun.  Several people were heard saying that they had a fun time.  Of course, the     
program ended with our traditional group participation of the “12 Days of Christmas,” followed by 
cookies and punch in Fellowship Hall.  Thanks to Beth for all her hard work!  

Everyone is invited to join us for  

BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP 
January 22nd 8:30 a.m at the  

 

IHOP at 1217 Omniplex Drive in Forest Park 
 

All are welcome to come and share in this time of food and fellowship.  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
The 20 beautiful red and white poinsettias that decorated our altar this 
Christmas were purchased by:  Henry & Med Akinbi, William Callery, Jr., Sharon 

Dearth, Fred Heath, Judy Hornsby, Fred Jones, Tim & Kim Monroe, Nancy Phelan, Dee Scott and 
Bob & Hester Sensel. 

The flower chart for 2020 is posted in the hall across from the coatroom.  Flowers cost $25.00 and 
are payable to Northern Hills UMC.  (Please note Altar Flowers on the memo line of your check.)  
After Sunday worship, you may take the flowers you purchased to enjoy at home.  (There is a box at 
the back of the altar for easier transport.)  If you do not wish to keep the vase, please bring it to 
church and we’ll reuse it.     

Please see Dee Scott if you have questions concerning the altar flowers.   



Mission Outreach 

 
Our January outreach is apportionments. We pay apportionments to both the 
Ohio River Valley District and the West Ohio Conference.  The District             
apportionments cover the cost of the staff and local missions.  The Conference  
apportionments include health and pension benefits for clergy who retired prior to 
the current pension program as well as staff and missions.  Part of these             
apportionments is given to the larger church for world-wide missions, such as   
Africa University.  You may give to apportionments anytime during the year.  
Thanks to a member’s gift, as of December, we have paid both our District and 
Conference 2019 apportionments in full for the fourth year in a row!  

 

The December outreach was Winton Hills Academy Families.  We have been   
supporting families in the Cincinnati Public Schools for many years.  Please see 
the newsletter article about Winton Hills Academy for an update.  

 

On Jan. 19, across the United Methodist connection, we come together to help bridge the 
gap between church and community. We do this by participating in an offering set aside for 
Human Relations Day. For more than half a century, United Methodists have observed 
this churchwide special Sunday in recognition of the message Jesus demonstrated during 
his life: every one of God’s children is important. 
 

The Human Relations Day offering supports neighborhood ministries through Community       
Developers, community advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary Services and works with 
at-risk youth through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program. Such ministries give us the   
opportunity to walk in the margins and continue the work of Jesus. 

 

 

ALUMINUM CAN RECYCLING 
We are still recycling aluminum cans as a fundraiser.  If you have aluminum cans to recycle, 
please leave them in the furnace room.  Please note that most food and many pet food cans are an 
alloy and not aluminum.  (For example, Alpo dog food cans are not  aluminum, but beverage 
cans are.) If a magnet sticks to the can, it is not  aluminum and we are 
not able to recycle it.  You may put those cans in your home recycling. 

 

 
 
 



WINTON HILLS ACADEMY 
We have been giving Christmas gifts to needy families for many years.  The caravan of 
cars delivering gifts left Northern Hills on December 16th.  All the families were   
thankful for the gifts and the food boxes.  

Your generosity brought much cheer to families that are struggling on a daily basis.  
Thank you to everyone who helped make this mission possible.     

Sunday Schedule 
Our Sunday calendar schedule has gotten too crowded to print all our activities.  We 
don’t want you to miss any Sunday happenings, so below is a list of regular Sunday 
events for Northern Hills and Keys of the Kingdom.  

7:30AM      NHUMC – Organ Practice (S) 

9:00AM      NHUMC – Adult Sunday School (L) (September – May)  

9:15AM      NHUMC – God’s Kids Practice - 1st & 3rd Sundays (LL) 

9:30AM      Keys – Adult Sunday School (P)  

10:00AM    NHUMC – Worship Service  

10:30AM    NHUMC – Children’s Sunday School (L, PR, & CR) 

11:00AM    NHUMC & Keys – Fellowship (FH)  

11:30AM    Keys – Worship Service  

1:30PM      Keys – Finance Meeting (L) 

2:00PM      NHUMC—Congolese Evening Worship Service (LL) 

6:30PM      Keys – Evening Worship Service 




