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Deadline  - Thursday 

August 15 @ 1 PM 
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Friend us on Facebook 

 
 Office Hours  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday    
1 pm to 4 pm 

Join Us For Worship On Sunday 
Morning 

    
 10:00 AM    Nursery 
 10:00 AM    Worship 
 10:20 AM    Children's  Sunday School 
 11:00 AM    Fellowship Hour 

NHUMC  STAFF 
 

Kevin Gruver, Pastor 
Joanna Kenyon, Worship Music Leader  

Donna Medlock, Choir Director Emeritus  
Dr. Ian Scott, Pianist 

Sara Croxton, Nursery Director 
Patrice Callery, Children’s Choir 

Upcoming Events 

August 
    6          National Night Out 

    8          Kid’s Clothing Closet 

   15          Newsletter Deadline   

   20          Lunch Bunch 

   28          Choir Practice Resumes   
      

   

   

   



  
 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 

 

 We are now more than half way through these summer months and hopefully managing through the heat. 

We as a church have been active this summer, even as we take breaks from our weekly activities. Three          

activities that we have been involved with include: Finneytown Oasis Summer Camp, Vacation Bible School, 

serving at Valley Interfaith Resource Center, and continuing to meet every Sunday for worship. Sunday worship 

is when we gather to praise God and to celebrate all the activities God invites us to be a part of. In all that we 

have done this summer, I also want to recognize that summer is a different season when things might slow 

down. Sure we do not get the summer breaks as students receive, and we still go to work or keep our weekly 

commitments; yet I hope that sometime during summer or the busyness of life you can find rest. Some of us take 

vacations during the summer months, or just time away from the usual schedule. Yet may we in this time of year 

really consider rest. What does it mean to truly rest in a fast paced world? 

 The Bible refers to rest using the word “Sabbath,” with it first being mentioned that God rested on the 

seventh day after creating the world. This was later carried into the Ten Commandments: “You shall remember 

the Sabbath day and keep it holy.” This rule was wrongly protected for many centuries by other rules of what 

you could and could not do on the Sabbath day. Then Jesus came and gave the Sabbath its true meaning again as 

a gift from God to people, a time for rest. Jesus did much good even on the Sabbath day from healing people to 

feeding people. God’s gift to you is a day to rest, and be renewed and recharged.  

 In the summer months maybe life slows down or maybe it does not. In our fast pace society, people feel 

if you misstep or take time away you will fall behind and never catch up. But that is why its good to be reminded 

that God gives you times of rest, and he has the whole world in his hands. You will not miss a thing while     

resting. Many times people become sick or overwhelmed in life because they did not rest for a time. Sabbath rest 

is more than just sleeping in on the weekend. Sabbath rest is rejuvenating by taking time away from the stresses 

of life to be with people you love, doing hobbies you enjoy and remembering God at the center of your life. My 

favorite place to rest has been at parks, while fishing for the afternoon. It’s not because I catch many fish, but the 

peacefulness is restful while taking in God’s creation. How have you rested this past week? Do you have a plan 

to rest this summer? God gave us the gift of Sabbath rest. Jesus declared himself the Lord of the Sabbath. If our 

God rested after creating the world, shouldn’t we take advantage of this Sabbath rest regularly as well? I pray 

that you find rest in your life. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Kevin Gruver 



 

 

Mission and Vision  
 

A new mission statement for Northern Hills was recently approved by the Administrative    
Council.  According to businessdictionary.com, a mission statement is a written declaration of an 
organization’s core purpose and focus that normally remains unchanged over time.  The          
following mission statement was adopted by Northern Hills UMC: 

To move with the Holy Spirit to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
all people and all cultures within the world. 

A vision is defined as the effect of the mission, something to be pursued as an accomplishment.  
Northern Hills UMC’s vision statement remains the same: 

Love 
 God, Love Neighbor, Love Each Other 

 

 

2020 Census 
We recently had someone stop by the church asking if anyone would like to be a 
census taker for the 2020 United States census.  The job runs now through the Fall 
of 2020. It pays $19 an hour, has flexible hours, paid training and you are paid 
weekly. He also said you could work from home.  You must be 18 years old, a US 
citizen and have an email address. Apply at 2020census.gov/jobs. If you have any 
questions or suggestions, please email joseph.a.dickhaus@2020census.gov.  He 
needs 5,400 people and currently has 535 applications.  There are flyers in the 
church office. 

  

 

mailto:joseph.a.dickhaus@2020census.gov


 
 

 

             Greek Festival Parking 
 
 

 
For the first time in many years we had three days of dry weather for Greek Parking, which 
resulted in an excellent fund raiser for the church. Friday's income was $2,133.00, 
Saturday‘s $4,172.00 and Sunday‘s $835.00 for a total of $7,340.00. This is a new record for 
Greek Parking, surpassing the 2009 income of $7,143.00. The parking income will certainly 
help with our church's financial situation. 
 
The volunteers for this year are listed below: 
 
Henry Akinbi                                 Rella Hadley                         Elbert Nelson 
Mariah Akinbi                               Blake Hendricks                  Tobi Oyunmakin 
Bill Callery                                     David Hoffman                    Tomi Oyunmakin 
Michael Chen                                 Renee Hoffman                   Vincient Oyunmakin 
Leland Davis                                  Judy Hornsby                      Ayobami Omojola 
Marc Davis                                     Orson Hornsby                    Lolade Omojola 
Sharon Dearth                               Steve Hug                             Nancy Phelan 
Erik Ehrle                                      Barbara Hughes                  Beth Phelps 
Rilla Foster                                    Fred Jones                            Carolyn Savage 
Kevin Gruver                                Alice Lowe                           Debbie Sensel-Davis 
Joe Hadley                                    Tim Monroe                         Hester Sensel 
                                                                                                      Jane Victor 
 
 
Please accept my apology if you volunteered and I failed to include your name. 
 
 
This is my last year as parking coordinator. The reins have been passed along to Henry 
Akinbi and Blake Hendricks, who covered for me this year and did an outstanding job. 
 
I have enjoyed working with the parking fundraiser and will continue to help in the future. 
 
 
Thank you for your support over the years. 
 
 
Bob Sensel 
 
 
 



Prayer Requests:. 
Prayer requests may be submitted to Pastor Kevin, written on a prayer request card and 
placed in the offering plate or emailed/phoned to the church office.  Prayer requests will 
be removed after 30 days unless you request otherwise.  

Thank you for the safe return of David Nana Allotey, Rita Achirem’s fiancé, from war in Syria 

Steve Bretz, friend of Dee Scott, stage 4 pancreatic cancer 

MaKayla Borg, third grade student with brain tumor, given by Linda LeVally 

Ben Bradley, Carolyn Bradley’s son, under much stress 

Jeff Bradley, Carolyn Bradley’s son, job interviews 

Ellen Brewster, LeVally’s former neighbor, on double transplant list 

Diane Buerkle, eye surgery 

Bill and Vanessa Callery, as Vanessa recovers from a seizure 

Mattie Cooperwood, health concerns 

Leland Davis, son of Mark and Deb Sensel-Davis, difficult times 

Family of Victor Delaney II, family member of Virginia Hewan, on his passing 

Claudia Ehrle’s mother in Jamaica 

Joe Hadley, recovering from shoulder surgery July 19 

Lois Jones, mother of Fred Jones, recovering from hip surgery  

Debbie Kaster Harrell, high school friend of Linda LeVally, stage 3 lung cancer 

Michael Minton, former colleague of Linda LeVally & Jackie Stigall, stage 4 melanoma 

Nancy, friend of Carolyn Savage, lung cancer 

Elbert Nelson, traveling mercies as he travels in Europe 

Richard Owens, high school of Linda LeVally, colon cancer 

Thank you for the safe return of Terry Alswesi Price, Vonzell Boateng’s dad, from peacemaking in Canada 

Mason Samuels, Claudia Ehrle’s nephew, rheumatoid arthritis 

David Scott, Dee Scott’s husband, health issues 

Louise Short, Laura Beverly’s mother, health concerns 

Lynne Stroupe, friend of Judy Hornsby, husband in hospice with a heart valve problem 

Will Sunderhaus, 4 year old son of Case LeVally’s friends Brian & Stephanie, leukemia 

Cathy Thompson, friend of Judy Hornsby and Carol Rhyner, cancer 

Jack Westermann, LeVally’s college friend, recovering from open heart surgery and on dialysis 

Linda Wulff, friend of Dee Scott, stage 3 cancer and major surgery 

 
The Northern Hills Church family, Bishop Gregory Palmer, District Superintendent Rev. Dr. 

Todd Anderson, Assistant  District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen, Pastor Kevin 
Gruver and their families. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped in some way. We learned when Life is Unfair…
God is Good! When Life is Scary…God is Good! When Life Changes…God is Good! When 
Life is Sad…God is Good! And when Life is Good…God is Good!  
 
Our Director was Renée Hoffman, who also handled the Crafts and Stampede Sports with the 
help of Minette Dingess Wolf and Miranda Cassett. Rella Hadley oversaw decorations and 
publicity. Those who helped make and hang decorations were David & Ella Beverly, Rilla 
Foster, Pastor Kevin Gruver, Joe & Rella Hadley, Renée & David Hoffman, Fred Jones, Kim 
& Tim Monroe, Beth Phelps and Dee Scott. David Hoffman setup online registration through 
vbspro. Dawn Godwin oversaw the Hungry Herd Café with the help of Cynthia & Linda   
Cismati, Dot Buttree, and Barbara Hughes and fed us each night. Ashley Kabbas & Joe   
Hadley led the Sing & Play Skits and Kyle Kabbas ran the computer and sound. David     
Beverly & Henry Akinbi handled Imagination Station. Pastor Kevin Gruver led the Wild    
Bible Adventures. Beth Phelps led the KidVid Cinema. Registration was handled by Dee 
Scott, Sharon Dearth, Dot Buttree, Barbara Hughes, Nancy Phelan, & Sandy Suhlman. Crew 
Guides were Sara Croxton, Katherine Way, Claudia Oak-Ehrle, Joanna Kenyon, Alice Lowe, 
and Vonda White. Teen helpers were Ella Beverly, Skye Goodwin, Stuard Monroe, Mason and 
Endia White. Plus many others who helped by donating food, water, cash and time.  
 
UMC Food Ministry supplied the meals for the kids each evening. 
 
By my count we had 36 volunteers and 33 kids and their parents who were involved in some 
way and heard the message that “God is Good all the time.”  



Celebrating our Church Family in 
August  

Are you or someone in your family missing from our Birthday/Anniversary  list? 
 Please contact the church office to be added to our list.  

                      We want to celebrate with you. 
 

       Birthdays 
08/01         John Brehm    
08/05 Ed Medlock 
08/06        Tim Monroe 
08/11 Vanessa Callery 
08/12 Seth Lindemann 
08/13 Hester Sensel 
08/14 Tim Moore 
08/15         Henry Akinbi 
08/16 Nancy Phelan 
08/17 Marcus Washington 
08/18 Ellen Overton 
08/24 Joseph Suhlman 
08/26 David Hoffman 
08/26 Judy Hornsby 
08/28 Dee Scott 
08/30 Sandra Suhlman 
08/31  Zoey Hacker 
08/31 Eldrige White 
 

             
     
 
 
         
             Anniversaries 
 

 08/10 Robert and Diane Buerkle 
 08/22 Joe and Jackie Stigall 
 08/29 David and Renee’ Hoffman  
08/30 Marcus and Rhonda Washington 

 
 

Taking A Break! 
 

 

 The choir is taking a break for the summer.  We are looking for musicians, dancers, 
readers or any other talent to fill in for the choir for the summer months.  There are 
lots of open Sundays left on the Special Music sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Choir practice is scheduled to resume August 28th.  Everyone is welcome to come on 
Wednesday evenings at 7PM. 



LUNCH/DINNER WITH SILENT BASKET 
AUCTION ON OCTOBER 12, 2019 

We are working on a fund raiser to replace the Pumpkin Patch in October.  If you have any new or 
gently used items that you no longer want and could be used to make up a basket, please bring 
them to the church and mark the box “For Basket Auction.” Suggestions are: Art work, pottery, 
jewelry, candles, new dish towels, bath items, cologne, lotions, soaps, kitchen utensils, holiday   
décor, puzzles, small toys, etc. 

Rilla Foster has volunteered to help solicit donations from area businesses, including WCET, 
WVXU Radio, Playhouse in the Park, Shakespeare Theater, KNOW Theater, Ensemble Theater, 
Colonel D’s Spices, Cozy Cottage Handmade doll clothes, Home Depot, etc.  A letter from the 
church will be available to present to businesses when requesting donations.  

If you are willing to help or know of other businesses that may be willing to donate, please contact 
Rella Hadley at 513-942-2660, call or text 513-702-0288 or email rella.hadley@gmail.com. 

 We will be having a planning meeting on Thursday, August 1 at 7 pm. If you want to be on the 
committee or have ideas to share, please join us. 

 

Community Service 
 

This summer we have opportunities to serve in our community. Our first opportunity was helping at 
Valley Interfaith on June 19 sorting donated clothing.  Our next opportunity was also at Valley      
Interfaith on July 23 when we helped to assemble backpacks for the back to school event.  
 
Valley Interfaith will be distributing the school backpacks August 5th through August 9th.  Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10AM to 1:30PM and Wednesday from 5PM-6:30PM.  If you 
would like to volunteer to help hand out the backpacks and other items, contact Emily at Valley    
Interfaith (513)821-3233. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Finance Update 
 

The July church energy bill was $636.63, which is a decrease of $157.41.  
The parsonage energy bill was $131.30, a decrease of $13.27.  The June 
church water bill increased by $68.27 over the previous month, but the 
July bill was significantly lower.  We have no idea why there was such a 
large increase then decrease, but please be mindful of energy and water 
usage.      

So far, 2019 has not been financially kind.  We are spending more than we are taking in each month.  The 
$7,340.00 we earned from Greek Parking is a welcome addition to the church coffers!!  Thank you to everyone 
who worked so hard in the heat to make it happen.  If you are behind in your pledge and need to know the 
amount, please contact Nancy Phelan.  If you would like to pay ahead on your 2019 pledge, please note pledge 
on your check or envelope.    

We are having a lunch/dinner and basket event as a fundraiser to replace the Pumpkin Patch.  The   proceeds 
from the dinner and event will be dedicated to apportionments, just as the Pumpkin Patch proceeds were.  Please 
contact me if you would like to be a part of this event. 

Our January outreach was apportionments, but you may give to apportionments any time in the year.  Please 
consider giving to this outreach so we can pay our apportionments in full for four years in a row.  Your hard 
work at fundraising events, your gifts and your prayers make anything possible.  The Finance Team thanks you 
for all you do to help make NHUMC financially strong!   

If you know you will miss Sunday worship, you may mail your pledge or offering to the church office to the   
attention of Nancy Phelan.  If you have questions concerning our financial situation, please feel free to contact 
me.  I will be happy to talk finance.  

Jane Victor – Finance Chair/Treasurer 

 

Rummage Sale 
Believe it or not, we are already thinking about the next rummage sale.  The rummage room is getting full of 
wonderful treasures!!  The sale will be Friday, November 15th and Saturday, November 16th with set-up     
Monday, November 11th through Thursday, November 14th. Since the room is getting full, if at all possible, 
please hold your items until closer to the sale.  After the election on Tuesday, November 5th, you may bring your 
treasures to Fellowship Hall.    

We hope you will be able to save some time to help with the set-up and the sale. 

Jane and Judy     



 

 LUNCH BUNCH 
August 20th  11:30 a.m.    

(Third Tuesday of each month.) 
 

If you would enjoy a little fellowship with      
various members of your church family, join us 

at PANERA across from Brentwood    
Shopping Center on Winton Rd.   The Lunch Bunch is an open group that 
gathers monthly for food, fellowship & fun!   

 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT  
 
Tuesday, August 6th is National Night Out.  This is a day of community outreach and 
activity designed to build relationships between neighborhoods and first responders: 
Police, Fire and EMT.  Northern Hills UMC will be sending a card and a food gift to 
the Springfield Township Police Department and to the Fire Department to show our 
support and appreciation for the service they give to us and our community.  There 
are two cards for you to sign on the table in the narthex.  For those of you who do not 
live in Springfield Township, we encourage you to reach out to your local first        
responders with a card or gift.  You may contact your local government                   
administrative office to see if your community is holding special activities.   
 

 
 

 



Altar Flowers 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers in honor of someone or a special date, in memory of a 
loved one or to brighten our Sunday morning worship, the flower chart for 2019 is posted in the hall 
across from the coatroom.  Flowers cost $25.00 and are payable to Northern Hills UMC.  (Please 
note Altar Flowers on the memo line of your check.)  After Sunday worship, you may take the    
flowers you purchased to enjoy at home.  (There is a box to carry the vase under 
the altar at the back.)  If you do not wish to keep the vase, please bring it to 
church.  PLEASE, ONLY ONE ARRANGEMENT PER SUNDAY! 

Direct any questions to Dee Scott (513-681-1605 or 513-253-1297) 
 

 

 

Everyone is invited to join us for  

BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP 
  

IHOP at 1217 Omniplex Drive in Forest Park 
Breakfast Fellowship will not meet in July or August.  Join us next on                    

September 25th. 
All are welcome to come and share in this time of food and fellowship.  

DIRECTORY UPDATES 
 

Please be sure to notify the church office of any new contact information.  You may call (513-542-
4010) or email (churchnhumc@outlook.com) your information to the church office. 

Below are the most recent changes or additions.  Be sure to change any email or phone information 
in all your devices, such as computers, notebooks, ipads and cell phones. 

Watch for information about a new picture directory in 2020. 

David and Dee Scott – New address:  5140 South Ridge Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45224.  Home 
phone:  (513)853-2783.  Cell phones and emails remain the same.  Effective July 31, 2019. 

mailto:nhumc45224@zoomtown.com


Mission Outreach 
 

 
Wings of the Morning is the outreach for August.  This mission was 
brought to us by Ed Lowe.  Even though the airplane has been purchased 
and the new hangar built, this mission still needs our support for upkeep and 
fuel purchases.  Wings of the Morning delivers much needed supplies to 
people in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  They also transport     
people in rural areas to clinics for medical treatment.  Wings of the Morning 
has even partnered with UMCOR to deliver much needed medication during 
a cholera outbreak.  Please note Wings on your check or envelope.  

  

The July outreach is Epiphany Ministry of Ohio.  Epiphany Ministry is an ecumenical Christian 
Ministry for young men and women who are in the custody of  
Juvenile Justice Facilities.  The purpose is to manifest God’s Love 
to incarcerated youth, known as “Stars” through a three day short 
course in Christianity and an on-going follow-up program.  Each 
Epiphany weekend involves a team of adults and youth from the Christian community who work 
together to show the Love of God to those attending.  Each $5.00 donated provides a meal to a 
“Star” during the weekend.  Note Epiphany or Star Meals on your check or envelope. As of July 
21st, we’ve received $131.00. 
 

Our May and June outreach was Heifer International.  JoAn Armour headed up this  
outreach again this year.  We are planning to give a milk menagerie to a needy family.   
As of July 21st, we have received $1,290.75. 

 

Apportionments:  We pay apportionments to both the Ohio River Valley District 
and the West Ohio Conference.  The District apportionments cover the cost of the 
staff and local missions.  The Conference apportionments include health and pen-
sion benefits for clergy who retired prior to the current pension program, staff and 
missions.  Part of these apportionments is given to the larger church for world-
wide missions, such as Africa University.  You may give to apportionments any-
time during the year.  As of July, we have paid our District apportionments in full 
and 47% of our Conference apportionments.   

 
 

 
 
 
 



RALLY DAY 
 

Rally Day is a tradition at Northern Hills signifying the end of summer 
vacations and the rallying of everyone back to our Fall schedules. We 
will celebrate Rally Day this year on Sunday, September 8th. We are   

planning a lunch immediately following worship and activities for the children (more 
activity information to be announced). The theme for lunch is Ice Cream Social.  We 
will need side dishes, ice cream toppings and desserts.  If you would like to contribute 
something for the lunch, there will be a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall at the end of 
August. We hope to see everyone for worship at 10AM, lunch at 11AM and children’s 
games after. September 8th should be a fun-filled day at Northern Hills! 

 
Sunday Schedule 

Our Sunday calendar schedule has gotten too crowded to print all our activities.  We 
don’t want you to miss any Sunday happenings, so below is a list of regular Sunday 
events for Northern Hills and Keys of the Kingdom.  

7:30AM      NHUMC – Organ Practice (S) 

9:00AM      NHUMC – Adult Sunday School (L) (September – May)  

9:15AM      NHUMC – God’s Kids Practice - 1st & 3rd Sundays (LL) 

9:30AM      Keys – Adult Sunday School (P)  

10:00AM    NHUMC – Worship Service  

10:30AM    NHUMC – Children’s Sunday School (L, PR, & CR) 

11:00AM    NHUMC & Keys – Fellowship (FH)  

11:30AM    Keys – Worship Service  

1:30PM      Keys – Finance Meeting (L) 

5:00PM      NHUMC—Congolese Evening Worship Service (CR) 

6:30PM      Keys – Evening Worship Service 




