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 Office Hours  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday    
1 pm to 4 pm 

Join Us For Worship On Sunday 
Morning 

   9:00 AM    Adult Sunday School 
 10:00 AM    Nursery 
 10:00 AM    Worship 
 10:20 AM    Children's  Sunday School 
 11:00 AM    Fellowship Hour 

NHUMC  STAFF 
 

Kevin Gruver, Pastor 
Joanna Kenyon, Worship Music Leader  

Donna Medlock, Choir Director Emeritus  
Dr. Ian Scott, Pianist 

Sara Croxton, Nursery Director 
Patrice Callery, Children’s Choir 

Upcoming Events 

november 
    4       Daylight Savings Time Ends 

    4       Wesley Brunch 

    6       Election Day 

    7       Church Conference 

    8       Kid’s Clothing Closet 

  11       Veteran’s Day 

12-15    Rummage Sale Set-Up 

16-17    Rummage & Bake Sale 

  15        Newsletter Deadline  

  20        Lunch Bunch 

  22        Thanksgiving Day         

  24        Breakfast Fellowship 



 
 
 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 This month I wanted to encourage us in our connections as we gather for our Church Con-

ference on November 7 at 6:30pm. As United Methodists we are connectional in our practices as 

we acknowledge the unity of the Church. Our connection to one another forms the body at 

Northern Hills UMC, and our connection with other churches forms our denomination as United 

Methodists. You might have heard that no person is an island, we all need one another. This de-

sign of God for basic relationship is to be lived out in all parts of life, but especially in the life of 

his Church. No Christian is an island; we are part of the body of Christ. 

 We label our connection to one another, especially this time of year, by the word confer-

ence.  When people hear the word conference they might think of a meeting that you attend or a 

speaker that you hear. But as a church, if we just think of a conference or conferencing as a 

meeting to attend we miss the deeper meaning. In church we use many words that are often not 

explained yet any good Christian is supposed to know them. Conferencing is a United Methodist 

word often thrown around without much explanation. 

 Conferencing is a term that expresses the gathering of the church and the life of the 

church. Northern Hills UMC is part of the West Ohio Annual Conference, which meets once a 

year to celebrated God’s blessing and plan for the next year. We at Northern Hills UMC will 

gather on November 7 to celebrate God’s blessing and also prepare for the next year as a church. 

But I believe conferencing and our connection is much more than a business meeting. What hap-

pens in between the meetings and the business of the church? It is the relationships and life we 

share as a community following Jesus Christ. 

 This term conferencing is much bigger than a business meeting. It is the life of the church 

and the people we claim to be as Christians. Part of conferencing is the gathering of God’s peo-

ple, and what do we do when we gather? We gather weekly to sing and praise our God, and to 

learn from his word. We gather in small groups to pray with one another and to encourage each 

other. We gather for parties and good times like the Pumpkin Patch Party and Breakfast with 

Santa. We have the opportunity to eat and talk together each week after the worship service. 



 

 

Conferencing is this big 18th century word that means God’s people gather for the business of 
the church. But are we not doing that all the time? The business of the church includes worship, 
teaching, encouraging, fellowshipping, living and enjoying life together, etc. When the church 
gathers God is glorified in our actions towards one another and our neighbors all around. Re-
member that you are part of something bigger than yourself, but your part is so vitally important. 
We are the Church of Jesus Christ at Northern Hills UMC. 

 I would like to invite you to be involved with the worshipful Church Conference on No-

vember 7 at 6:30pm. There will be singing and worshipping God, who has and continues to 

faithfully guide our church. We will share the business of the church for 2019, and continue to 

do the good work of God at Northern Hills. Whether we use the words conferencing, fellowship, 

or worship; they all explain that God’s people gathering for his purposes. I love you all as broth-

ers and sisters in Christ and I am glad we work together to see his kingdom come. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Kevin Gruver 

 

 

Mission and Vision  
 

A new mission statement for Northern Hills was recently approved by the Administrative Coun-
cil.  According to businessdictionary.com, a mission statement is a written declaration of an or-
ganization’s core purpose and focus that normally remains unchanged over time.  The following 
mission statement was adopted by Northern Hills UMC: 

To move with the Holy Spirit to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
all people and all cultures within the world. 

A vision is defined as the effect of the mission, something to be pursued as an accomplishment.  
Northern Hills UMC’s vision statement remains the same: 

Love God, Love Neighbor, Love Each Other 



 
(As we approach the specially called General Conference that will occur in February 2019, the Leadership 

Team of NHUMC felt that our members needed more information about the debate surrounding homosexuality 
facing our denomination. The following is presented in that spirit. This article was gleaned from the UM News 

Weekly Digest of Sept. 28, 2018) 

 
Why I Changed My Mind about Homosexuality and the Church 

Bishop Kenneth L. Carder 
September 26, 2018 

 

     As a delegate to the United Methodist General Conferences in 1984 and 1988, I voted to reaffirm and ex-
pand the restrictive language regarding homosexuality. I did so out of sincere conviction as the right thing to 
do, even though the issue was an abstraction to me. I knew no one who was admittedly gay, and the notion of 
same-sex attraction was foreign to my experience. 

     I now deeply regret those votes! Over the intervening thirty years, I have changed my mind and now sup-
port the removal of all restrictive language in the United Methodist Book of Discipline. The following are the 
factors that contribute to my change of mind. 

 

First, I got to know people who fall into the category of “homosexual.”  

     I came to realize that many of them had long been in my circle of relationships but were afraid to share this 
important component of their identity. Some are beloved members of my own family! 

     Many are faithful, devoted, life-long church members who can’t be open within the body of Christ for fear 
of rejection and condemnation. Some are parents of LGBTQ children who shared stories of bullying and abuse 
of their kids. 

     A few were colleagues on the staff of congregations I served, and their ministries reflected the qualifica-
tions identified by John Wesley—grace, gifts, and fruits. Many were exceptionally gifted, devoted seminary 
students whose call to ordained ministry seemed evident to me. 

     Some are people in same-sex marriages who are committed Christians and faithful to the church, faithful to 
one another, and faithful to Christ, and who possess “the gifts of the Spirit.”  

     Hearing the painful stories of these beloved children of God cut me to the quick. The issue of sexual orien-
tation was no longer a theological or ethical abstraction. It became embodied in people I loved, from whom I 
learned, in whom I experienced God’s grace-filled presence! 

 

Secondly, the evidence is overwhelming that sexual orientation is not a choice.  

     I have yet to meet a heterosexual who can tell me when he/she decided to be attracted to the opposite sex; 
nor have I met a gay person who decided to be attracted to persons of the same sex. 

Sexual identity and desire are complex realities with biological, social, environmental, and psychological com-
ponents. While the Discipline labels “the practice” of homosexuality as “incompatible with Christian 

 

 

http://um-insight.net/topics/bishop-kenneth-l.-carder/


teaching,” the implication is that a person’s being is contrary to the Christian gospel. That is incompatible with our 
doctrine of creation. 

 

Thirdly, by the 1992 General Conference I had not only begun to change my mind about the language of      
incompatibility and exclusion, I had become convinced that legislation is the wrong way to deal with the issue. 

     The pivotal decision was made in 1972 when the language of incompatibility was added to Social Principles Study 
Commission Report, by an amendment from the floor with limited debate. 

     The consequence of that political parliamentary action has disproportionately dominated subsequent General Con-
ference agendas and expanded legislative restrictions. It now threatens to split the denomination. 

     We have legislated ourselves into a box, maybe into a regrettable schism. Whatever our position on this issue, leg-
islative action will not resolve it! 

 

Fourthly, I came to realize more fully the meaning of Martin Luther King’s words in his letter from the       
Birmingham jail: 

 
     During my first eight years as a member of the Council of Bishops, I was deeply immersed in the Initiative on 
Children and Poverty. I felt that the persistent discussion of homosexuality within the Council and other denomina-
tional circles was distracting us from fully addressing economic injustice. 

     I shared my concern with a friend, a theological consultant to the Initiative. His response lodged my conscience: 
“But, Ken, you can’t portion God’s justice for one group and ignore it for another.” 

     I realize that some injustices are beyond our ability to remedy immediately, but to ignore those that are within our 
immediate sphere of influence cannot be excused. By removing the discriminatory language, we can take an immedi-
ate step toward correcting an injustice inflicted on our LGBTQ brothers and sisters. 

 

Fifthly, I’m convinced that the discrimination against LGBTQ people is being justified by inadequate biblical 
interpretation. 

     I’ve read arguments from the Bible used by southern preachers to justify slavery, and I see a similar hermeneutic 
operating in support exclusion of gay persons. 

     Using the Bible to support misguided causes is a long-standing scandal in the church. Scripture has been used to 
justify such evils as the Crusades, genocide, slavery, the subordination of women, persecution of scientists, and   
burning of “heretics.” 

     I firmly, unapologetically believe in the primacy and authority of Scripture! What we mean by “the authority of 
Scripture” determines how we use it. 

     Here is my understanding: The authority of Scripture lies in its authentic witness to God’s mighty acts of salvation 
supremely in the life, teaching, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and in its power through the Holy Spirit within 
community to transform individuals, communities, nations, and the entire cosmos into the likeness of Christ. 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single 
garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.” 



     The test of commitment to the authority of Scripture is this: Is it shaping us into the likeness of Jesus Christ and 
enabling us to love as Christ loves and to witness to his present and coming reign of compassion, justice, generosity, 
hospitality, and joy? 

     The influence of the Gospel over the centuries has enabled us to see Scripture through the lens of the Word-Made-
Flesh, Jesus Christ. Such a lens enables us to avoid misusing  some troubling passages in the Bible. 

Three glaring examples: massacring of religious opponents as did Elijah with the prophets of Baal (I Kings 18:40); 
slavery which was taken for granted in many Old and New Testament narratives; women keeping silent in church (1 
Corinthians 14:34). 

Finally, my understanding and experience of what it means to love as Christ loves has deepened and widened 
over the years.  

     People whom society relegates to the margins have taught me about the nature, depth, and expanse of God’s love. 
I have experienced profound faith among the incarcerated, the homeless, the frail elderly, orphans, immigrants, the 
poor, and LGBTQ persons. 

     I have met the Crucified and Risen Christ in my relationships with those whom society treats as “outcasts.” I know 
from experiences with them that Christ has broken down ALL dividing walls between us. Paul makes it clear: 

     ALL includes gays and straights, LGBTQ and heterosexuals, “progressives” and “traditionalists.” Christ died 
for ALL, includes ALL, and invites ALL to “love one another as I have loved you.” 

     It is the quality of our love and its imitation of Christ’s love that is definitive, not gender or sexual orientation. As 
committed couples, our LGBTQ brothers and sisters should be able to love each other in ways mutually fulfilling to 
them, as surely as we who are heterosexual.  

     I’m still growing in my understanding and my ability to love as Christ loves. God grant me the humility to keep 
learning and growing toward the fullness of God’s perfect love! 

 
 

(If you have questions about the upcoming specially called General Conference of 2019, please see me, Rev. Joe 
Hadley, or Rev. Kevin Gruver or David Beverly. We will be glad to discuss whatever questions you may have regard-
ing this.)    

 

 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all     
of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). 



Prayer Requests:. 
Prayer requests may be submitted to Pastor Kevin, written on a prayer request card and 
placed in the offering plate or emailed/phoned to the church office.  Prayer requests will 
be removed after 30 days unless you request otherwise.   

 
David Nana Allotey, Rita Achirem’s fiancé, in war in Syria 
Delilah Baker, friend of Rella Hadley, recovering from surgery and health issues 
Leland Davis, son of Mark and Deb Sensel-Davis, difficult times 
Family of Samuel Delaney, Virginia Hewan’s uncle, on his passing 10/1 
Claudia Ehrle 
Claudia Ehrle’s mother in Jamaica 
Gary Fletcher, Brad Fletcher’s father, leukemia 
Joe Grosso, Lindsay Fletcher’s father, cancer 
Susan Hadley – Stage 4 cancer 
Family of Mary Hunter on her passing 
Hurricane Florence & Michael victims 
Joanne, Dee Scott’s neighbor, cancer 
Sue Johnson, Bill Phelan’s sister, stage 4 cancer 
Rod Mack, Vanessa Callery’s neice’s husband, and the family as he is in a diabetic 

coma and going to Drake Hospital 
Bill Phelan, as he recovers from heart valve procedure 
Mason Samuels, Claudia Ehrle’s nephew, rheumatoid arthritis 
Texas flood victims  
 
The Northern Hills Church family, Bishop Gregory Palmer, District Superintendent 

Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson, Assistant  District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Suzanne     
Allen, Pastor Kevin Gruver and their families. 

 
 

 



Celebrating our Church Family in 
November 

Are you or someone in your family missing from our Birthday/Anniversary  list? 
 Please contact the church office to be added to our list.  

                      We want to celebrate with you. 
 

       Birthdays 
 

11/05 David Scott 
11/02 Vonda White 
11/09 Case LeVally 
11/11 Dale Dearth 
11/14 David Beverly 
11/14 Heather Sensel 
11/14 AnnMaria Washington 
11/15 Steve Hug 
11/17       Aiden Croxton 
11/18       Sara Croxton  
11/19       Rilla Foster 
11/20       Avery Washington 
11/22       Adam Washington 
11/25 Alice Lowe 

       11/27 Lucas Lindemann  

             
     
 
 
         
             Anniversaries 
 

None 

Thank You! 

 
Below is a thank you we received for our donation to the Wings of the Morning hangar fund. 
 
I want to thank you for the gift Northern Hills gave for the North Katanga Wings of the Mornings 
Hangar Fund.  I was in the Congo during the month of July. While there, Gaston had just received 
all of the required legal permissions from the government to build the hangar.  Construction will 
begin. Upon completion, Gaston will have the space needed to securely store the 2 airplanes as 
well as required space for maintenance. Your gift of love and gen-
erosity will allow Wings of the Morning to con- tinue share the 
love of Christ through medical and evangelism flights. Please 
let me know if you have any questions.  
 
Rev. Dee Stickley-Miner 
West Ohio Conference 



 

 
 
The basement rummage room is exploding!!  Our next rummage and bake sale 
is Friday, November 16th and Saturday, November 17th.  We are asking that 
you not bring any more sale items until after the Election on Tuesday,         
November 6th.  We should have some tables set up along the walls in Fellow-
ship Hall by the Wednesday afternoon following the election.  You may put 
your treasures under and on the tables at that time.  If you cannot hold your 
items until November due to a move, etc., contact the church office.  We’re 
hoping you can save some time November 12th through November 15th to help 
set up the sale!  Sign-up sheets will be in Fellowship Hall.  We are also look-
ing for people to help bring the basement items upstairs on Saturday,          
November 10th at 10AM.    
Jane and Judy 

Finance Update 

The October church energy bill went up to $750.78, an increase of $80.93.  The parsonage en-
ergy bill was $165.87, an increase of $16.46.  The gas at the church was turned back on at the 
end of September, so our fuel costs will be increasing with the colder weather.   

We have been spending more each month than we are bringing in.  We were fortunate to receive 
a donation of $6,000 for the budget in honor of a member.  Because of this gift, we are still in the 
black.  If you think you may be behind on your pledge giving, you may contact Nancy Phelan for 

your current record of giving.   

We have paid our District apportionments in full for 2018.  We have paid 77% of our Conference apportionments as of 
September.  Our portion of the income from the Pumpkin Patch should help us to pay our Conference apportionments in 
full again this year.  We are hoping the Rummage Sale proceeds will give us some much needed breathing room. 

The reason we are as financially sound is because of you.  Your hard work at fundraising events, your gifts and your 
prayers make everything possible!  The Finance Team thanks you for all you do to make NHUMC financially strong!   

If you know you will miss Sunday worship, you may mail your pledge or offering to the church office to the   attention of 
Nancy Phelan.  If you have questions concerning our financial situation, please feel free to contact me.  I will be happy to 
talk finance.  Your prayers for our continued financial health are needed and always appreciated.  

 

Jane Victor – Finance Chair/Treasurer 



 

 LUNCH BUNCH 
November 20th  11:30 a.m.    

(Third Tuesday of each month.) 
 

If you would enjoy a little fellowship with vari-
ous members of your church family, join us at 

PANERA which is across from Brent-
wood Shopping Center on Winton Rd.   The Lunch Bunch is an open group 
that gathers monthly for food, fellowship & fun!   

 

 

Fundraising  
 

Northern Hills is enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards program. This is a regional program, so if you are 
outside the Cincinnati area, you will not be able to participate to benefit NHUMC. Each quarter NHUMC receives 
a donation from Kroger based on the amount our participating members have spent on store items (alcohol, to-
bacco and gift cards are excluded).  At the very bottom of your Kroger receipt, it shows what organization re-
ceives your Community Rewards.  This does not affect your fuel rewards points. 

Kroger requires that their gift not be used for operating costs, but for community outreach.  Our quarterly Kroger 
donation goes to our Benevolence Fund.  This past quarter we received $75.98 from 15 participants. 

To register, go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com and sign-in.  Then register your Kroger Plus card to North-
ern Hills.  Our new community rewards number is MH845.   If you have questions, or need help registering, con-
tact Jane Victor. 

The Gold Star Chili across Winton Road from NHUMC gives us a donation based on the sales from our members.  
To participate, enjoy a meal at the restaurant and bring the receipt to the church office.  That’s it!  The only re-
quirement is that you must dine at that restaurant.  If the office is closed, put the receipt in Jane Victor’s mailbox 
in the hallway outside the pastor’s office.  

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com


CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
Poinsettias are a beautiful addition to the sanctuary during the Christmas celebration.  We will be or-
dering poinsettias again this year.  The poinsettias will be in the sanctuary before the December 24th 
service.  You may take the poinsettias you purchase after the Christmas Eve service.  Each plant will 
be tagged with the purchaser’s name. 

NEW THIS YEAR:  We will be pre-ordering 20 plants in 2 colors, red and white and 2 sizes:          
1 plant, 6.5 inch pot for $9.25 and 2 plants, 7.5 inch pot for $17.25.  The sign-up chart will be posted 
in the hallway across from the coat closet.  Orders and payment must be in by Sunday, December 
16th.  Make checks payable to Northern Hills UMC and note Poinsettias or     
Christmas Flowers on the memo line.  Please direct questions to Dee Scott at 
513-681-1605.  

 

Everyone is invited to join us for  

BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP 
Join us on  November 28th 8:30 a.m at the 

IHOP at 1217 Omniplex Drive in Forest Park 
 

All are welcome to come and share in this time of food and fellowship.  

Meet the Youth at the Kamina Children's Home 
 
The Kamina Children's Home provides a future with hope and possibility for 22 youth. They are gifted, intelligent, 
faith-filled and beautiful children of God. The United Methodist Church in North Katanga and West Ohio have 
shown them that they matter. Our continued support allows them to live into the calling God has given them. Please 
prayerfully consider how you can invest in them. 

 
1.  Pray for each youth by name so they may know that they matter to you and to 
God. 
2. Contribute financially to provide wholistic care and formation. $2500 will 
cover all costs, including education, for one youth for one year.  
3. Connect - Want to receive updates on the youth? Email Dee Stickley-Miner 
at dstickley@wocumc.org 
4. Visit - Consider joining a Volunteers in Mission team where you will have an 
opportunity to spend time with the youth, building relationships and serving God's 
mission together. Interested?  Email Dee Stickley-Miner 
at dstickley@wocumc.org 

                 Please make donations directly to WOC. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011eXXtYXp7vqOMJwUnD0agjuyWWYQgE3pDpZpnB41efEAtX-PMY0Eh_JsvTMpPs1KSew1ZhrkAyZkl7s4s4zegFk9N-gkQzs77DlbHdWwJ8uTQcBEuVO8B37OfaFuWaGZO1sRxKPcsEDtvagO7mAWPUIHMmN2pKKwTwE9rv1LNuMv6MSNmx8aKjwEXQSyGlnrIVlfC110S9-FO4pY8QZusVRXRp0OzBJw&c=X
mailto:dstickley@wocumc.org
mailto:dstickley@wocumc.org


Mission Outreach 
 Our November outreach is Mt. Healthy Alliance and Valley Inter-Faith food 
pantries.  These agencies provide food and other services to the needy in our 
community.  We are NOT collecting food for these pantries because they are able 
to purchase food at a discount from local companies.  Each dollar you give buys 
approximately 10 ten times what you could purchase at the grocery store.  We will 
split the donations between these two organizations. 

 
We will again support the Wesley Education Center for Children and Families 
with a brunch on Sunday, November 4th during Fellowship Hour. The Wesley Edu-
cation Center provides child care and support to families in need. Your donations 
will help keep the center running and the families supported. There will be a basket 

for monetary donations on the food table. Please stay for brunch and support this wonderful mis-
sion. 
 
Also in November is the sixth Special Sunday of the United Methodist Church.  Student 
Day is Sunday, November 25th.  Your donation supports United Methodist Student Day 
scholarships, administered by the General Board of higher Education and Ministry.  
When you give, you enrich ministry and help connect students to their faith. 

 
The Pumpkin Patch was our October mission.  We received a bumper crop of 
pumpkins this year!  As of October 28th, we have deposited $4,921.50 in sales and 
donations.  This is ahead of last year and does not include the last weekend and   

final days before Halloween.  Thanks Great Pumpkin!! 

The mission outreach for September was UMCOR U.S. Disaster Relief.  We received 
$550.00. 

October 7th was World Communion Sunday, a Special Sunday of the United Method-
ist Church.  As of October 28th, we have received $162.00. 
 
 

ALUMINUM CAN RECYCLING 
We are still recycling aluminum cans as a fundraiser.  If you have aluminum cans to recycle, 
please leave them in the furnace room.  Please note that most food and many pet food cans are an 
alloy and not aluminum.  (For example, Alpo dog food cans are not aluminum, but beverage cans 
are.) If a magnet sticks to the can, it is not aluminum and we are not able to recycle it.  You may 



 
Church Conference 

 
 

Each year every United Methodist church holds a charge conference. This is when our 
paperwork for next year is signed and submitted to the Ohio River Valley District. We 
will celebrate our charge conference this year with an informal worship service at   
Northern Hills on Wednesday, November 7 at 6:30PM.  Pastor Rob English from Mt. 
Healthy UMC will be our presiding Elder.  Everyone is encouraged to come to the     
service and celebrate another great year. 

 

 

Stewardship  
Thank you to everyone who pledged for 2019.  Consecration Sunday was October 21st 
and we received 29 pledges as of October 28th for a total of $80,150.00.  This is a great 
beginning!  If you have not yet pledged, you can still turn in a pledge card to Nancy 
Phelan.  There are pledge cards on the table in the narthex that may be placed in the of-
fering plate or you may mail your pledge to the church.  Your continued generosity sup-
ports our missions and programs in the coming year.  

Stewardship is more than pledging, it’s also service.  I want to thank everyone who 
helped with fundraising this past year, whether it was with time, donations or purchases.  
We have received over $7,700.00 so far this year from fund raisers including rummage 
sales and Greek parking.  (Our last rummage sale of the year is November 16th and 17th.)  
Our portion of the Pumpkin Patch sales will help pay our apportionments.  We’ve had a 
great year, and I know 2019 will be even better.  With your help, we can do anything.   

  

Jane Victor 

Finance Chair   




