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 Office Hours  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday    
1 pm to 4 pm 

Join Us For Worship On Sunday 
Morning 

   9:00 AM     Adult Sunday School 
 10:00 AM    Nursery 
 10:00 AM    Worship 
 10:20 AM    Children's  Sunday School 
 11:00 AM    Fellowship Hour 

NHUMC  STAFF 
 

Kevin Gruver, Pastor 
Joanna Kenyon, Worship Music Leader  

Donna Medlock, Choir Director Emeritus  
Dr. Ian Scott, Pianist 

Sara Croxton, Nursery Director 
Patrice Callery, Children’s Choir 

Upcoming Events 

october 
    7        Pumpkins Delivered 

    8        Columbus Day 

  11        Kid’s Clothing Closet 

  15        Newsletter Deadline  

  16        Lunch Bunch 

  20        Pumpkin Patch Party 

  24        Breakfast Fellowship 

  31        Halloween 

   

   



 
 
 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

This month the Staff Parish Relationship Committee has asked me to explain the decision that is before 
the General Conference about the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) community within the 
church. This issue have has been very divisive in our United Methodist Church and has reached a tipping point 
within our denomination that a decision has been called for. The opinions about the LGBTQ community in the 
church have grown with emotions and feelings on both sides, that the real parts of the General Conference’s de-
cision has been lost.  

I will explain the details of this issue that the UMC is facing from the Book of Discipline 2016. First, this 
decision has nothing to do with the welcoming or inclusion of the LGBTQ Community into the United Method-
ist Church. The United Methodist Church states many times it is a church welcoming and including to all      
people: 

 

Paragraph 4 states: “The United Methodist Church acknowledges that all persons are of sacred worth. All per-
sons without regard to race, color, national origin, status, or economic condition, shall be eligible to attend its 
worship services, participate in its programs, receive the sacraments, upon baptism be admitted as baptized 
members, and upon taking vows declaring the Christian faith, become professing members in any local church in 
the connection. In The United Methodist Church no conference or other organizational unit of the Church shall 
be structured so as to exclude any member or any constituent body of the Church because of race, color, national 
origin, status or economic condition.” 

 

Paragraph 161 states: “We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God. 
All persons need the ministry of the Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and 
emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God, with others, and with self. The 
United Methodist Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompati-
ble with Christian teaching. We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. We will seek to live together in Chris-
tian community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ has loved and accepted us. We implore 
families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends. We commit ourselves to 
be in ministry for and with all persons.” 

 

As the paragraphs above state from the Book of Discipline for the UMC 2016, the UMC has always strived to be 
accepting of all people including the LGBTQ community. We at Northern Hills UMC have also tried to live into 
this statement as well by being “A church for all people.” The issue brought to the General Conference is not 
about acceptance of the LGBTQ community of people into the church, but approval of the LGBTQ lifestyle 
within the United Methodist Church. 

 



The Book of Discipline 2016 states that, “the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian         
teaching.” Some would like to disagree, but nowhere in scripture is a homosexual life style accepted, but is pro-
hibited in various places. So the United Methodist Church states in the Book of Discipline about Ordination and 
Marriage: 

 

Paragraph 304.3. While persons set apart by the Church for ordained ministry are subject to all the frailties of 
the human condition and the pressures of society, they are required to maintain the highest standards of holy liv-
ing in the world. The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed 
practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The 
United Methodist Church. 

 

Paragraph 341.6 Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our ministers and 
shall not be conducted in our churches. 

 

These are the two paragraphs of contention that have brought this decision before the General Board in 2019. 
There are ordained clergy that have revealed that they live a homosexual lifestyle, after becoming ordained al-
ready. They would like to continue their homosexual lifestyle and also keep their ordination. The other issue is 
the practice of homosexual weddings and marriages within the church, because now it is legal in the United 
States.  

 

The General Conference will decide: 

Are people who are LGBTQ allowed to be certified candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in 
the United Methodist Church? 

Is the United Methodist Church going to allow ministers to perform homosexual weddings in the local 
churches? 

A response to these questions being vote upon is called, “The One Church Plan.” This plan has been presented 
for vote and states that each church, clergy, conference, and institution of the UMC will decide for himself 
or herself what they will allow. 

 

How will this decision affect Northern Hills UMC? 

This decision made by General Conference, will not obligate us at Northern Hills UMC to change the culture or 
beliefs of our church. We will continue to be a church for all people, and as we come together we worship God, 
pray and fellowship with one another, and work out our salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God at work 
in us. 

If you have any questions about this decision or matter and the way Northern Hills UMC will be affected, please 
come to me. My door is always open 

Pastor Kevin Gruver 



 

 
Mission and Vision  

A new mission statement for Northern Hills was recently approved by the Administrative 
Council.  According to businessdictionary.com, a mission statement is a written declaration of 
an organization’s core purpose and focus that normally remains unchanged over time.  The fol-
lowing mission statement was adopted by Northern Hills UMC: 

To move with the Holy Spirit to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
all people and all cultures within the world. 

A vision is defined as the effect of the mission, something to be pursued as an accomplishment.  
Northern Hills UMC’s vision statement remains the same: 

Love God, Love Neighbor, Love Each Other 

 
 

Fundraising  
 
Northern Hills is enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards program. This is a regional program, so if you 
are outside the Cincinnati area, you will not be able to participate to benefit NHUMC. Each quarter NHUMC 
receives a donation from Kroger based on the amount our participating members have spent on store items 
(alcohol, tobacco and gift cards are excluded).  At the very bottom of your Kroger receipt, it shows what or-
ganization receives your Community Rewards.  This does not affect your fuel rewards points. 
 
Kroger requires that their gift not be used for operating costs, but for community outreach.  Our quarterly 
Kroger donation goes to our Benevolence Fund.  This past quarter we received $75.98 from 15 participants. 
 
To register, go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com and sign-in.  Then register your Kroger Plus card to 
Northern Hills.  Our new community rewards number is MH845.   If you have questions, or need help register-
ing, contact Jane Victor. 
 
The Gold Star Chili across Winton Road from NHUMC gives us a donation based on the sales from our mem-
bers.  To participate, enjoy a meal at the restaurant and bring the receipt to the church office.  That’s it!  The 
only requirement is that you must dine at that restaurant.  If the office is closed, put the receipt in Jane Victor’s 
mailbox in the hallway outside the pastor’s office.  

 

 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com


Prayer Requests:. 
Prayer requests may be submitted to Pastor Kevin, written on a prayer request card and 
placed in the offering plate or emailed/phoned to the church office.  Prayer requests will 
be removed after 30 days unless you request otherwise.   

 
 

Jacqueline Allen, health concerns 
David Nana Allotey, Rita Achirem’s fiancé, in war in Syria 
Mattie Cooperwood, under doctor’s care 
James Copeland, Richard Allen’s brother, open heart surgery 
Leland Davis, son of Mark and Deb Sensel-Davis, difficult times 
Claudia Ehrle’s mother in Jamaica 
Susan Hadley – Stage 4 cancer 
Helen Hanrahan, Jim Armour Jr.’s mother-in-law, stroke and breast cancer 
Family of Willie Jackson on his passing, given by the Fletchers 
Sue Johnson, Bill Phelan’s sister, stage 4 cancer 
Mr. and Mrs. Key, Bruce Key’s parents, both hospitalized 
Bill Phelan, being evaluated by the heart valve clinic 
Nate Pitts, friend of Richard Allen, in nursing home for health issues 
Mason Samuels, Claudia Ehrle’s nephew, rheumatoid arthritis 
 
 
The Northern Hills Church family, Bishop Gregory Palmer, District Superintendent 

Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson, Assistant  District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Suzanne     
Allen, Pastor Kevin Gruver and their families. 

 
 

 



Celebrating our Church Family in 
October 

Are you or someone in your family missing from our Birthday/Anniversary  list? 
 Please contact the church office to be added to our list.  

                      We want to celebrate with you. 
 

       Birthdays 
 

10/01 Patrice McCarter 
10/02     Tim Nyktas  
10/05 Rella Hadley 
10/11 Joe Hadley 
10/11 Jackie Stigall 
10/11 Wesley Davis 
10/13 Mike LeVally 
10/15 Theresa Merriss 
10/17 Rhonda Washington 
10/18 Suzanne Moore 
10/23  Carolyn Bradley 
10/28     Aveon Fitzhugh 

 

             
     
 
 
         
             Anniversaries 
 

10/13  Dale and Sharon Dearth 

 
Home Visits 

 

Pastor Kevin and Rachel would like to visit with each of you.  They are   
conducting home visits now through October.  There are sign-up sheets on 
the table in the narthex.  If you would prefer a   
different time or would prefer not to meet at your 
home, please note that information on the sign-up 
sheet.  You may also contact Pastor Kevin at       
kevin@northernhillsumccinti.org to set up a          
different time and/or place for the visit.  We hope 
everyone takes the opportunity to connect with    
Pastor Kevin and Rachel. 

mailto:kevin@northernhillsumccinti.org


 
Children’s Sunday School 

 
Our Children’s Sunday School program needs teachers and assistants.  We are down to two volun-
teer teachers which limits us to one class for all ages.  We are looking for enough volunteers to 
have three different classes to span from nursery age children through 6th grade.  We had approxi-
mately 40 kids visit Sunday School in the last 12 months.   

Our goal is to have two sets of 5 volunteers who are willing to split the duties during the school 
year.  One set would teach for half the school year and the other set would teach the other half.  We 
need teachers to prepare and lead the lessons and adult volunteers who would help the leader dur-
ing the class.  Curriculum is provided.  The curriculum offers many ideas for how to teach the class 
and often provides more ideas than needed so you can pick the ones you think are best. 

All volunteers will need a background check from Hamilton County if you 
have not gotten one in the last 12 months. 

Please see Dave Beverly if you can help as a teacher or an assistant. 
 

 
 

 
RALLY DAY 

 
Rally Day is a tradition at Northern Hills signifying the 
end of summer vacations and the rallying of everyone 
back to our Fall schedules.  Rally Day this year was on 
Sunday, September 9th.  We had an old fashioned NHUMC 

cook-out immediately following worship and activities for the children.  Even though 
it rained, we still had hot dogs, brats and metts hot off the grill!  Everyone had a great 
time enjoying friendship and fellowship.  Thank you to everyone who helped with the 
food and preparations for this fun day, especially Jeni Nibouar.  September 9th was a 
fun-filled day at Northern Hills! 



 

 
 
 
 
The basement rummage room is exploding!!  Our next rummage and bake sale 
is Friday, November 16th and Saturday, November 17th.  We are asking that 
you not bring any more sale items until after the Mid-Term Election on    
Tuesday, November 6th.  We should have some tables set up along the walls in   
Fellowship Hall by the Wednesday afternoon following the election.  You may 
put your treasures under and on the tables at that time.  If you cannot hold 
your items until November due to a move, etc., contact the church office.  
We’re hoping you can save some time November 12th through November 15th 
to help set up the sale!    
Jane and Judy 

Finance Update 

The September church energy bill went down to $669.85, a decrease of $197.41.  The 
parsonage energy bill was $149.41, a decrease of $48.56.  The gas at the church will be 
turned back on at the end of September so our fuel costs will increase in October.   

We have been spending more each month than we are bringing in.  At the end of       
September we were only $93.00 in the black.  If you think you may be behind on your 
pledge giving, you may contact Nancy Phelan for your current record of giving.  We 

have paid our District apportionments in full for 2018.  We have paid 70% of our Conference apportionments as 
of August.  We may need to stop paying on our Conference apportionments until our cash flow evens out.  We 
are hoping to replenish the reserve and give us some needed breathing room.  The reason we are as financially 
sound as we are is because of you.  Your hard work at fundraising events, your gifts and your prayers make    
everything possible!  The Finance Team thanks you for all you do to make NHUMC financially strong!   

If you know you will miss Sunday worship, you may mail your pledge or offering to the church office to the   
attention of Nancy Phelan.  If you have questions concerning our financial situation, please feel free to contact 
me.  I will be happy to talk finance.  Your prayers for our continued financial health are needed and always            
appreciated.  

 

Jane Victor – Finance Chair/Treasurer 



 

 LUNCH BUNCH 
October 16th  11:30 a.m.    

(Third Tuesday of each month.) 
 

If you would enjoy a little fellowship with vari-
ous members of your church family, join us at 

PANERA which is across from Brent-
wood Shopping Center on Winton Rd.   The Lunch Bunch is an open group 
that gathers monthly for food, fellowship & fun!   

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING !!!!!! 

Hi All, 

The Great Pumpkin here, reminding everyone that our fall mission project is about to commence.  The pumpkin patch has been a 
great success every year.    This project is nationwide, and you can see pictures of the other patches on the website, 
www.pumpkinsusa.com. The pumpkins come from a Native Indian reservation in the Southwest and a portion of the profits go 
back to them.  Our percentage goes towards our apportionments. The more we sell, the bigger our percentage, so we want to do 
well again this year.  We can’t work this project without the help of church members and friends, who have stepped up and done 
a tremendous job to make our patch work.   
 
It starts with unloading, which this year will be Sunday, October 7th, at 12:00-ish (time still to be determined).  For unloading, we 
need bodies to help move the pumpkins and other produce from the truck to the field in front of the church, and to set up the 
various stations in the patch.  This isn’t as difficult as it sounds, as we form lines and hand the pumpkins from person to person.  
Anyone who has helped will tell you it is fun, and we get done pretty quickly.  
  
Starting October 7th, we are asking for volunteers to work the patch, as we need to man it for about 7-8 hours daily with at least 2 
people per shift.  There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall, and our pumpkin volunteer coordinator will be making calls as 
well.  So anyone who can give us a few hours, please consider helping out with this great project. And if you know any youth 
who need community service hours, this is a great way to get them out of the way early in 
the school year.   
     
We also need food donations to feed the volunteers on unloading day as well as snacks for 
the workers during the month.    

So, think Pumpkins! 

The Pumpkin Patch Committee 

Beth Phelps -513-235-5237, ephelps617@gmail.com 

Fred Jones 

http://www.pumpkinsusa.com/


ALTAR FLOWERS 
Altar flowers may be given in honor of someone or a special date, in memory of a loved 
one or to brighten our Sunday morning worship.  The flower chart for 2017 is posted in 
the hall across from the coatroom.  Flowers cost $25.00 and are payable to Northern 
Hills UMC.  (Please note Altar Flowers on the memo line of your check.)  After Sunday 
worship, you may take the flowers you purchased to enjoy at home.  If 
you do not wish to keep the vase, please bring it to church and we’ll  
reuse it.     

Please see Dee Scott if you have questions concerning the altar flowers.   

 

Everyone is invited to join us for  

BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP 
Join us on  October 24th 8:30 a.m at the 

IHOP at 1217 Omniplex Drive in Forest Park 
 

All are welcome to come and share in this time of food and fellowship.  

Meet the Youth at the Kamina Children's Home 
 
The Kamina Children's Home provides a future with hope and possibility for 22 youth. They are gifted, intelligent, 
faith-filled and beautiful children of God. The United Methodist Church in North Katanga and West Ohio have 
shown them that they matter. Our continued support allows them to live into the calling God has given them. Please 
prayerfully consider how you can invest in them. 

 
1.  Pray for each youth by name so they may know that they matter to you and to 
God. 
2. Contribute financially to provide wholistic care and formation. $2500 will 
cover all costs, including education, for one youth for one year.  
3. Connect - Want to receive updates on the youth? Email Dee Stickley-Miner 
at dstickley@wocumc.org 
4. Visit - Consider joining a Volunteers in Mission team where you will have an 
opportunity to spend time with the youth, building relationships and serving God's 
mission together. Interested?  Email Dee Stickley-Miner 
at dstickley@wocumc.org 

                 Please make donations directly to WOC. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011eXXtYXp7vqOMJwUnD0agjuyWWYQgE3pDpZpnB41efEAtX-PMY0Eh_JsvTMpPs1KSew1ZhrkAyZkl7s4s4zegFk9N-gkQzs77DlbHdWwJ8uTQcBEuVO8B37OfaFuWaGZO1sRxKPcsEDtvagO7mAWPUIHMmN2pKKwTwE9rv1LNuMv6MSNmx8aKjwEXQSyGlnrIVlfC110S9-FO4pY8QZusVRXRp0OzBJw&c=X
mailto:dstickley@wocumc.org
mailto:dstickley@wocumc.org


Mission Outreach 
The Great Pumpkin is already planning for our October mission, which is the 
Pumpkin Patch.  The pumpkins will arrive on Sunday, October 7th.  We 
hope everyone will be able to stay after service for lunch and unloading.  
There are sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall for sifts and the Patch Party. 

The mission outreach for September was UMCOR U.S. Disaster Relief.  UM-
COR is a ministry of The United Methodist Church through the General Board 
of Global Ministries, and their goal is to assist the most vulnerable persons af-
fected by crisis or chronic need without regard to their race, religion, gender, or 
sexual orientation. They believe all people have God-given worth and dig-
nity.   As of September 16th, we received $365.00. 

October 7th is World Communion Sunday, a Special Sunday of the United Methodist 
Church.  Your gifts fund graduate racial-ethnic World Communion Scholarships, with 
at least one-half of the annual amount reserved for ministries outside the United States. 
Donations also provide for undergraduate U.S. Ethnic Scholarship and Ethnic             
In-Service Training programs. Note World Communion on your check or envelope or 
use the envelope provided in the bulletin. 
 

We will again support the Wesley Education Center for Children and Fami-
lies with a brunch on Sunday, November 4th during Fellowship Hour. The 
Wesley Education Center provides child care and support to families in need. 
Your donations will help keep the center running and the families supported. 
There will be a basket for monetary donations on the food table. Please stay for 
brunch and support this wonderful mission. 

 
Our November outreach is Mt. Healthy Alliance and Valley Inter-Faith food 
pantries.  These agencies provide food and other services to the needy in our 
community.  We are NOT collecting food for these pantries because they are able 
to purchase food at a discount from local companies.  Each dollar you give buys 
approximately 10 ten times what you could purchase at the grocery store.  We 
will split the donations between these two organizations. 
  

ALUMINUM CAN RECYCLING 
We are still recycling aluminum cans as a fundraiser.  If you have alumi-
num cans to recycle, please leave them in the furnace room.  Please note that most food and many 
pet food cans are an alloy and not aluminum.  (For example, Alpo dog food cans are not alumi-
num, but beverage cans are.) If a magnet sticks to the can, it is not aluminum and we are not able 
to recycle it.  You may put those cans in your home recycling. 

http://www.umc.org/
http://www.umcmission.org/


 
Church Conference 

 
 

Each year every United Methodist church holds a charge conference. This is when our 
paperwork for next year is signed and submitted to the Ohio River Valley District. We 
will celebrate our charge conference this year with an informal worship service at   
Northern Hills on Wednesday, November 7 at 6:30PM.  Pastor Rob English from Mt. 
Healthy UMC will be our presiding Elder.  Everyone is encouraged to come to the     
service and celebrate another great year. 

 

Stewardship 
 

In Matthew 13: 1-23, Jesus tells the parable about the farmer scattering seeds.  Some seeds fell on a 
footpath, some on shallow soil, some among thorns and others fell on fertile soil and produced thirty, 
sixty and even a hundred times as much as had been planted.   
 
Northern Hills is the fertile soil and we are the farmers, scattering seed to grow God’s kingdom.  We 
each sow seeds according to our strengths and passions.  The Kid’s Clothing Closet, Oasis Summer 
Camp, Vacation Bible School, Breakfast with Santa, the Pumpkin Patch, the Easter Egg Hunt, Wesley 
Brunch, Weekend Meals and LISTEN were all started from seeds sown by our Northern Hills family. 
The rummage sale, bake sale and Greek Parking fundraisers spread seeds to our community.  Our 
monthly mission outreaches spread our seeds not just in our local community, but around the world.  
Our soil continues to be very rich and fertile.   
    
Your monetary gifts enable us to generously give to our community, whether near or far, as well as 
pay the bills to maintain our facility and our staff.  Enclosed is a copy of the proposed budget and a 
pledge card for 2019.  Please give prayerful consideration to your gift.  We ask that you renew your 
pledge and if possible increase it, but please do not pledge/give more than you can afford.   
 
Sunday, October 21st is Consecration Sunday.  Please bring your pledge card to church that day.  If 
you are unable to attend October 21st, please send your pledge card to the church to the attention of 
the Financial Secretary. With your continued help, Northern Hills United Methodist Church’s      
spiritual seeds will continue to grow and multiply in the coming year. 




