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 Office Hours  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday    

1 pm to 4 pm 

Join Us For Worship On Sunday 

Morning 

   9:00 AM     Adult Sunday School 

 10:00 AM    Nursery 

 10:00 AM    Worship 

 10:20 AM    Children's  Sunday School 

 11:00 AM    Fellowship Hour 

NHUMC  STAFF 
 

Kevin Gruver, Pastor 

Joanna Kenyon, Worship Music Leader  

Donna Medlock, Choir Director Emeritus  

Dr. Ian Scott, Pianist 

Sara Croxton, Nursery Director 

Patrice Callery, Children’s Choir 

Upcoming Events 

September 

 

    3        Labor Day 

    9        Rally Day 

    9        Adult Sunday School Resumes 

  13        Small Group Resumes 

  13        Kid’s Clothing Closet 

  17        Newsletter Deadline  

  18        Lunch Bunch  

  26        Breakfast Fellowship 

   

   



  

 

Dear Church Family, 

As another summer comes to a close, our focus shifts to the activities of 

the fall. Rally Day is September 9 at Northern Hills UMC, and I           

appreciate the celebration of a new season filled with activities starting again. The children start a new grade in 

school, so that they might add to what they have learned previously.  Adults will continue in their careers and daily 

routines of the fall, after summer’s relaxing yet often chaotic schedule. As we get back into the routines of life, let us 

not allow life to pass us by without being intentional in who we are and what we do. 

 I would like to encourage everyone to consider being intentional about your relationships and time here at 

Northern Hills UMC. The people are the church and those of us at Northern Hills UMC make this church have a dif-

ferent character than the other churches around. As Rachel and I get to know everyone through our home visits, we 

see how you all have been so blessed with one another. So let us be intentional about our relationships at church hav-

ing genuine conversations about life. We have nametags that we have been wearing throughout the summer; maybe 

you have learned some names of people who you did not know before. Now you can call them by name on a Sunday 

morning. I want to encourage you to go one step further and get to know them better. We can have many acquaintan-

ces that we know by name, but relationships are built by sharing life together: either over a meal or participating in 

an activity together. This fall as people attend church more regularly after summer vacations, have conversations 

with those who you do not know very well. One of the great ways is staying after the service to fellowship over a 

meal or going out to a restaurant with a new friend. We can intentionally build relationships with one another and 

those new to our congregation as well; that way our church becomes a stronger community as well. 

 Secondly, the time we spend with one another at church is important as well. We live in a busy world and 

some seasons are busier than others. So many things are competing for your time: family, work, organizations, 

events, exercising, hobbies, etc. Our schedule can fill up really quick. Some things must be done and we all have 

commitments to live up to. As our time is so precious, I would like to ask you to be intentional about your time here 

at church. We all come to the Worship Service hour on Sunday because that is how we worship God in community 

and receive encouragement from God and one another. But as you think about being intentional with your time at 

church, let me encourage you to be involved in one activity other than the Worship Service hour. As many activities 

start around Rally Day this month, think of ways you might be involved. The Choir uses their gifts to lead us in wor-

ship and song because that is what they enjoy. Sunday School and Authentic Bible Study help us to go deeper in our 

faith together by asking difficult questions. The Pumpkin Patch in the front lawn allows us to connect with the com-

munity around us. Kid’s Clothing Closet lets us meet the needs of families in our community. There are many things 

happening during the weeks or months at Northern Hills UMC. When we think about being intentional with our time 

we might have to move some things around in the schedule. But the question still remains, “How might I be inten-

tional about encouraging others and being encouraged with the time I spend at Northern Hills UMC?” 

God bless you this month, 

 Pastor Kevin Gruver 



 

 
Mission and Vision  

A new mission statement for Northern Hills was recently approved by the Administrative 

Council.  According to businessdictionary.com, a mission statement is a written declaration of 

an organization’s core purpose and focus that normally remains unchanged over time.  The fol-

lowing mission statement was adopted by Northern Hills UMC: 

To move with the Holy Spirit to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

all people and all cultures within the world. 

A vision is defined as the effect of the mission, something to be pursued as an accomplishment.  

Northern Hills UMC’s vision statement remains the same: 

Love God, Love Neighbor, Love Each Other 

 

 

Fundraising  
 

Northern Hills is enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards program. This is a regional program, so if you 

are outside the Cincinnati area, you will not be able to participate to benefit NHUMC. Each quarter NHUMC 

receives a donation from Kroger based on the amount our participating members have spent on store items 

(alcohol, tobacco and gift cards are excluded).  At the very bottom of your Kroger receipt, it shows what or-

ganization receives your Community Rewards. 

 

Kroger requires that their gift not be used for operating costs, but for community outreach.  Our quarterly 

Kroger donation goes to our Benevolence Fund.  This past quarter we received $77.89 from 14 participants. 

 

To register, go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com and sign-in.  Then register your Kroger Plus card to 

Northern Hills.  Our new community rewards number is MH845.   If you have questions, or need help register-

ing, contact Jane Victor. 

 

The Gold Star Chili across Winton Road from NHUMC gives us a donation based on the sales from our mem-

bers.  To participate, enjoy a meal at the restaurant and bring the receipt to the church office.  That’s it!  The 

only requirement is that you must dine at that restaurant.  If the office is closed, put the receipt in Jane Victor’s 

mailbox in the hallway outside the pastor’s office.  

 

 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com


Prayer Requests:. 

Prayer requests may be submitted to Pastor Kevin, written on a prayer request card and placed in the offering plate or 

emailed/phoned to the church office.  Beginning in August, prayer requests will be removed after 30 days unless you 

request otherwise.   

      David Nana Allotey, Rita Achirem’s fiancé, in war in Syria        

Delilah Baker, friend of Rella Hadley, health issues 

Jacqueline Allen, health concerns 

Carter Becker, Joe Hadley’s 9 yr. old great-nephew, in Columbus ICU with head injury 

Katie Bollinger, Becke Phelps-Bollinger’s daughter, broken ankle and surgeries 

MaKayla Borg, second grade student with brain tumor, given by Linda LeVally 

Ellen Brewster, former neighbor of LeVally’s, has MS & needs a pancreas and kidney 

California wildfire victims who have lost everything 

Mattie Cooperwood, health issues 

James Copeland, Richard Allen’s brother, open heart surgery 

Claudia Ehrle’s mother in Jamaica 

Dottie Emerson, friend of Dee Scott, chemo treatments and grieving for son’s passing 

James Gowans, Joe Hadley’s brother-in-law, health issues 

Suzanne Gowans, Joe Hadley’s sister, shoulder replacement surgery in August 

Susan Hadley – Stage 4 cancer 

Peter Henry, Elbert Nelson’s son-in-law, health issues 

Doug Hodge, father of Hadley’s granddaughter-in-law, waiting for kidney 

Ann Huffman, Virginia Hewan’s sister, at home with rehab after a stroke 

Sue Johnson, Bill Phelan’s sister, stage 4 cancer 

Debbie Kaster Harrell, high school friend of Linda LeVally, stage 3 lung cancer 

Jim Knipe, friend of Dee and David Scott, diagnosed with cancer for 2nd time 

Brandi Knowlin, Virginia Hewan’s grandniece, recovering from brain tumor surgery 

Rev. Wilsonia McLean, stage 2 breast cancer, surgery on 7/10 

Michael Minton, former colleague of Linda LeVally & Jackie Stigall, stage 4 melanoma 

Walter Morrison, at Clovernook Health Pavilion 

Susan Osha, Renee (Sensel) Hoffman’s sister-in-law, cancer 

Richard Owens, high school of Linda LeVally, colon cancer 

Bill Phelan, being evaluated by the heart valve clinic 

Nate Pitts, friend of Richard Allen, in nursing home for health issues 

Tracy Pollard, friend of Beth Phelps, serious health issues 

Gail Robeson, sister to Carolyn Bradley and Jean Gaines, health concerns 

Mason Samuels, Claudia Ehrle’s nephew, rheumatoid arthritis 

Will Sunderhaus, 3 year old son of Case LeVally’s friends Brian & Stephanie, leukemia 

Mateo Trotman, son of Harrie and Loren (Dearth) Trotman 

 

The Northern Hills Church family, Bishop Gregory Palmer, District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson, Assistant  District Super-

intendent Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen, Pastor Kevin Gruver and their families. 



Celebrating our Church Family in 
September 

Are you or someone in your family missing from our Birthday/Anniversary  list? 

 Please contact the church office to be added to our list.  

                      We want to celebrate with you. 

 

       Birthdays 
 

                 None 

 
 

             

     

 

 

         

             Anniversaries 

 
09/12 Eldrige and Vonda White 

09/22 Don and Theresa Merriss 

09/23 David and Dee Scott 
 

 

Home Visits 
 

Pastor Kevin and Rachel would like to visit with each of you.  They are   

conducting home visits now through October.  There are sign-up sheets on 

the table in the narthex.  If you would prefer a   

different time or would prefer not to meet at your 

home, please note that information on the sign-up 

sheet.  You may also contact Pastor Kevin at       

kevin@northernhillsumccinti.org to set up a          

different time and/or place for the visit.  We hope 

everyone takes the opportunity to connect with    

Pastor Kevin and Rachel. 

mailto:kevin@northernhillsumccinti.org


 

Children’s Sunday School 

 
Our Children’s Sunday School program needs teachers and assistants.  We are down to two volun-

teer teachers which limits us to one class for all ages.  We are looking for enough volunteers to 

have three different classes to span from nursery age children through 6th grade.  We had approxi-

mately 40 kids visit Sunday School in the last 12 months.   

Our goal is to have two sets of 5 volunteers who are willing to split the duties during the school 

year.  One set would teach for half the school year and the other set would teach the other half.  We 

need teachers to prepare and lead the lessons and adult volunteers who would help the leader dur-

ing the class.  Curriculum is provided.  The curriculum offers many ideas for how to teach the class 

and often provides more ideas than needed so you can pick the ones you think are best. 

All volunteers will need a background check from Hamilton County if you 

have not gotten one in the last 12 months. 

Please see Dave Beverly if you can help as a teacher or an assistant. 

 

 

 

 

RALLY DAY 

 

Rally Day is a tradition at Northern Hills signifying the 

end of summer vacations and the rallying of everyone 

back to our Fall schedules.  We will celebrate Rally Day 

this year on Sunday, September 9th.  We are planning an 

old fashioned NHUMC cook-out immediately following worship and activities for the 

children.  The hot dogs, brats, metts, buns, corn on the cob and homemade ice cream 

will be provided.  If you would like to contribute sides for the cook-out, there is a sign

-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.  We hope to see everyone for worship at 10AM, cook-

out at 11AM and children’s activities after.  September 9th should be a fun-filled day at 

Northern Hills! 



 

 

 

 

 

The basement rummage room is exploding!!  Our next rummage and bake sale 

is Friday, November 16th and Saturday, November 17th.  We are asking that 

you not bring any more sale items until after the Mid-Term Election on    

Tuesday, November 6th.  We should have some tables set up along the walls in   

Fellowship Hall by the Wednesday afternoon following the election.  You may 

put your treasures under and on the tables at that time.  If you cannot hold 

your items until November due to a move, etc., contact the church office.  

We’re hoping you can save some time November 12th through November 15th 

to help set up the sale!    

Jane and Judy 

Finance Update 

 

The August church energy bill went up to $867.26, an increase of $188.51.  The par-

sonage energy bill was $192.97, an increase of $11.24.  It was very hot and humid in 

July, so the increase in the bills is understandable.  Even with the temperature at tropic 

levels, we are still saving!   

We are still on track to end the year in the black and pay all our apportionments in full.  

We have paid our District apportionments in full for 2018.  We have paid 70% of our 

Conference apportionments as of August.  We need to be cautious about our spending in the coming months.  

We spent much of our reserve on the bathroom and parsonage upgrades and repairs.  We are working to replen-

ish the reserve and give us some needed breathing room.  The reason we are financially sound is because of you.  

Your hard work at fundraising events, your gifts and your prayers make everything possible!  The Finance Team 

thanks you for all you do to make NHUMC financially strong!   

If you know you will miss Sunday worship, you may mail your pledge or offering to the church office to the at-

tention of Nancy Phelan.  If you have questions concerning our financial situation, please feel free to contact me.  

I will be happy to talk finance.  Your prayers for our continued financial health are needed and always            

appreciated.  

Jane Victor – Finance Chair/Treasurer 



 

 LUNCH BUNCH 
September 18th  11:30 a.m.    

(Third Tuesday of each month.) 

 

If you would enjoy a little fellowship with vari-

ous members of your church family, join us at 

PANERA which is across from Brent-

wood Shopping Center on Winton Rd .   The Lunch Bunch is an open group 

that gathers monthly for food, fellowship & fun!   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING !!!!!! 

Hi All, 

 

This is a reminder about the pumpkin patch project.  We have a delivery date of October 7th at 12:30 PM.  We will again be 

having a party in the patch on October 20th for the children in the neighborhood.  The hours of the patch are going to be a little 

different this year, 2 to 8 on weekdays and 12 to 8 on the weekends.  This project gives us a lot of visibility in the neighbor-

hood.  We are hoping to again tap a source of help with the local high school students needing community service hours. 

     

We would appreciate everyone keeping us in mind, as we will be asking for:  

 - help to fill the shifts 

 - food to feed the volunteers helping with unloading  

 - food and other items for the party, as well as volunteers for the day of the party  

 - various other items to set up the patch, such as bales of straw for the picture spot 

  

Thank you for all the help you give to make this project a success.  Anyone interested in 

joining the committee that oversees the project, or has questions, should contact Beth Phelps 

or Fred Jones.   

 

Sincerely, 

The Great Pumpkin  



ALTAR FLOWERS 

Altar flowers may be given in honor of someone or a special date, in memory of a loved 

one or to brighten our Sunday morning worship.  The flower chart for 2017 is posted in 

the hall across from the coatroom.  Flowers cost $25.00 and are payable to Northern 

Hills UMC.  (Please note Altar Flowers on the memo line of your check.)  After Sunday 

worship, you may take the flowers you purchased to enjoy at home.  If you do not wish 

to keep the vase, please bring it to church and we’ll reuse it.     

Please see Dee Scott if you have questions concerning the altar flowers.   

 

Everyone is invited to join us for  

BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP 
Join us on  September 26th 8:30 a.m at the 

IHOP at 1217 Omniplex Drive in Forest Park 

 

All are welcome to come and share in this time of food and fellowship.  

 

Small Group 
 

Small Group will be resuming after the summer break on Thursday, Septem-

ber 13th.  Pastor Kevin is holding two Small Group sessions each Thursday, 

one at 10AM and one at 7PM.  Both groups will be studying The Call by 

Adam Hamilton.  It is the story of the Apostle Paul.  Pastor Kevin is planning 

an eight week study of the book.  We will have books for you to purchase for 

$7.00 or you may purchase the book from a bookstore.  Contact Jane Victor to 

reserve a copy of The Call.  



Mission Outreach 

The mission outreach for September is UMCOR U.S. Disaster Relief.  

UMCOR is a ministry of The United Methodist Church through 

the General Board of Global Ministries, and their goal is to assist the most 

vulnerable persons affected by crisis or chronic need without regard to their 

race, religion, gender, or sexual orientation. They believe all people have 

God-given worth and dignity.  

While UMCOR cooperates with other aid organizations to extend their reach, the most important 

partners are the people served. They are confident that successful solutions to emergency or 

chronic conditions begin with the affected population. UMCOR provides these survivors not only 

temporary relief but long-term education, training, and support. 

UMCOR spends 100 percent of designated donations on the projects our donors specify.  

 

When UMCOR donors give their time, money, and supplies, they join UMCOR as the hands and 

feet of Christ.  Please note UMCOR on your check or envelope. 

 

The Great Pumpkin is already planning for our October mission, which is the 

Pumpkin Patch.  The pumpkins will arrive on Sunday, October 7th.  We hope 

everyone will be able to stay after service for lunch and unloading.  Watch for 

sift sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Our August outreach was Wings of the Morning.  Wings of the 

Morning (WOM) is an aviation ministry in the North Katanga Con-

ference of the Democratic Republic of Congo. The next project for 

WOM is to build a new hangar to house the airplanes they use.   As 

of August 26th, we received $920.50, the most ever for this mission! 

  

ALUMINUM CAN RECYCLING 

We are still recycling aluminum cans as a fundraiser.  If you have aluminum 

cans to recycle, please leave them in the furnace room.  Please note that most 

food and many pet food cans are an alloy and not aluminum.  (For example, Alpo dog food cans 

are not aluminum, but beverage cans are.) If a magnet sticks to the can, it is not aluminum and 

we are not able to recycle it.  You may put those cans in your home recycling. 

 

http://www.umc.org/
http://www.umcmission.org/
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/One-Great-Hour-of-Sharing/oghs

